Other Matters

Under AOB it was agreed, as tribute for long and constant support, to offer Life Membership of the Friends to Dorothy Amphlett and Marjorie Peachey.

Our Rector Pam suggested that the Three Choirs concert in church on 10th August 2010 (St Cecilia Singers) could provide an opportunity for fund-raising by providing refreshments.

Roger invited us to think about ways of celebrating our 25th anniversary in 2011.

Bishop’s Address

We gave a warm welcome to Bishop Michael as our Guest Speaker for the meeting. The chosen theme was around the use of liturgical space, which would be a focus for much of the work in the Diocese over the coming months. The Bishop saw church buildings as a home for the Christian community and an opportunity to bring new life to local communities which have to face so many different problems these days. Buildings should be opened as much as possible and available for wide use, though the constraints and risks in rural benefices such as ours were recognised.
The formation of Friends organisations was to be encouraged as one means of promoting and drawing upon the inherent goodwill towards our churches. We should create realistic and welcoming patterns of worship; encourage visitors and newcomers; review how we achieve these aims, the use of our artifacts and breathe life into the community.
The Bishop touched on the perennial question of re-ordering churches. Whilst keeping liturgical re-ordering in mind, we should also seek to make best use of space for exhibitions, concerts, public meetings etc: we lose churches at our peril. Be a ‘Church for Everyone’, consider our methods of mission and ask if there are fresh theological and sociological questions about the building and the role of the parish minister? The meeting thanked the Bishop for his stimulating and challenging talk.
Other News
1. We have recently been notified that Mary Mulveal has left a significant bequest in her will to The Friends of Highnam Church. At time of writing the executors are still finalising the details. This is a tremendous privilege for us and we have already, of course, written to express our sincere thanks. Further news will be reported to members in the next Newsletter.
2. Bishop Michael has recently been ennobled and therefore invited to sit in the House of Lords. The Friends would like to congratulate Bishop Michael and send our prayers for his work in Parliament.
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Dear Friends 
As the seasons march on relentlessly, and as we enjoy Advent and anticipate the festival of Christmas, it is my pleasure to send you our latest news update. The main report is of course from the Annual General Meeting held in June, to which we were delighted and privileged to welcome our Patron – Bishop Michael of Gloucester. 
We are also delighted to welcome as new members Linda and Will Sullivan from Blackheath in London and Mrs K H Gibbons from Chipping Camden, Gloucestershire.
We hope you will enjoy reading about our latest news.
However, before you turn the page may I, on behalf of the Committee, wish all Members of the Friends a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Graham Rosam
Hon Secretary
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AGM Report

On the traditionally lovely sunny Saturday afternoon, eighteen members and guests attended our AGM on Saturday, 13th June and there were 8 apologies for absence. 
Chairman’s Report
In his brief review of the year’s activities our Chairman Roger recalled in particular the guided visit to Gloucester Cathedral Tower led by Tom. Roger also explained that the Committee had met prior to the AGM to prepare for the meeting and to consider the use of our funds. He thanked his Committee colleagues for their work for another year in maintaining The Friends as an ongoing organisation.

Secretary’s Report

As discussed at the 2008 AGM, we had started to offer refreshments to parties visiting the church. Many travel long distances, often coming by the coach load. Three parties had asked for the refreshments so far, kindly organised by a small band of volunteers and producing a welcome addition to our funds.

The idea raised last year of commissioning a couple of picture postcards to celebrate the visit of the BBC’s Songs of Praise was held over for further consideration.

We noted that a number of new members had joined us (as reported in the recent Newsletters) although a smaller number of others had now lapsed. We are ever hoping to encourage new members to join through publicity leaflets in church, personal recommendation, and as we meet visitors.
On a particularly sad note we had recently heard of the passing of Miss Mary Mulveal from Alcester in Worcestershire. Mary had been a member of the Friends since our earliest times and had for many years kindly paid for the refreshments at past Annual General Meetings. (See also additional note below)

We received an update on the additional car parking to be provided by Highnam Parish Council at a site in the corner of a field adjacent to the southern section of the church graveyard. Excellent progress had been made with obtaining the various planning consents. Construction was expected to take place towards the end of the summer. A number of environmental concerns had been raised, such as the discovery of bats in nearby trees, issues of root impaction around trees with preservation orders, and seasonal issues such as reptile habitations (e.g. newts). Solutions to all of these problems had been found. Janet Frost (Churchwarden) explained outline plans for the ‘connecting’ space and walking route into the church grounds.
[As an update at time of writing, the construction was completed recently and the new car park is now in operation. It looks tremendous, having been designed very well to fit unobtrusively into the landscape of the parkland. It is also out of sight from the main road. Planting and landscaping of the slope from the new link road down into the dell have also been completed, and will finish the whole scheme off beautifully. This has been a very successful project and has been roundly welcomed by all concerned.]

Finance

Our Treasurer Norman presented the audited accounts. These showed income for the year to 31st January 2009 of £1799, coming from subs (£372), donations (e.g. visits) of £1046 and tax returns/bank interest (£381). With expenditure of £104 on postage, printing and room hire etc for meetings, we achieved a surplus of £1695 on the year. When added to General Funds carried forward of £18,315, it leaves us with total funds of £20,010. In particular we had been so grateful to longstanding member Dorothy Amphlett who made a donation to our funds from gifts received for her 90th birthday celebration.

The annual subscription rate was again left at a minimum of £5. Members supported the idea of using 1st July as the renewal date for subs for those who do not pay by direct debit. This will simplify the process and reduce the need for reminder notices.

The Committee members (Roger, Norman, Tom, and myself – with the Rector as a standing member) were again re-elected en bloc.
Use of Funds

There was a good discussion on the possible use of funds. Firstly, we recognised that it was quite likely that a contribution would be welcomed towards the church’s plans to finish off the car park scheme. The officers were asked to liaise with the church when the appropriate time comes. Secondly, the committee had discussed the possibility of producing a Christmas Card as a fund-raising event. It was understood that the production costs would be significant and past experience had indicated that sales slowed down greatly after the rush of the first year. Therefore it was suggested that the alternative of a plain greetings card should also be researched by the committee.

Outings

Tenbury Wells – new date: 17th April 2010
We had to postpone the visit to St Michael’s College in Tenbury Wells, Herefordshire planned for October. New date as above. As previously notified, we will have a guided tour of the chapel, which has a ‘Willis’ organ, and hopefully also some of the college founded by Sir Frederick Gore Ousley and designed by Henry Woodyer, which was the first collegiate church created since the Reformation. [Please let me know as soon as possible if you wish to come (and no later than 10th April) so that we can co-ordinate travel and meeting arrangements]
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