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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 8th April 2008, 
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Highnam
Present: Councillors Roger Hanbury (Chairman), Derek Davies (Vice-chairman), 


       Edward Keene, Steve Martin, David Nelson.
In attendance: Councillor Phil Awford, Jean Rosam (Clerk), members of the public Mrs J Frost and Mrs J Storey.

Public Forum
Mrs Frost was concerned that residents allowed their hedges to overhang footpaths.  Cllr Awford agreed to draft a letter from the County Council and Cllr Hanbury agreed to tidy the ‘snicket’.

1.  
To accept apologies for absence.

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs R Head, J Bates, M Heenan and 


R Keene.  
2.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr S Martin signed the book as he had an interest in the planning application at 


10 Longfield.
3.
To receive minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2008.  

The minutes from the meeting were received and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
4.
County Councillor’s Report

The meeting welcomed Cllr Phil Awford, now nearing the end of his mayoral year.  He 
reported that Scott Macaulay-Lowe was no longer the parish’s stakeholder manager at 
Highways and that he would advise the Council when he knew who his replacement would 
be. 


He was endeavouring to get the best result for the A40 works; however, there was to be no 
night time working.  There would be an extra lane into Gloucester during school exam 
time.


There was no decision yet on the location of the Park and Ride.  He acknowledged that it 
would be difficult for everyone during the works.  


Money raised through council tax was being made available for flood resilience.


Cllr E Keene asked if it would be possible for more school buses to run during the works, 
especially to independent schools.  Cllr Awford replied that the Education Dept was 
looking at the provision of additional buses.  Although Council was looking at making 
Two Mile Lane one way for the duration of the work, Cllr Keene expressed concern that 
there should be access for agricultural vehicles in both directions.


Cllr Awford agreed to support the Council’s request that the weight limit on the B4215 is 
retained after the works.   
5.
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported that permission for the car park had been received with a number of 
conditions.  


Information was given to the Clerk regarding the Play Ranger scheme, which will be 
coming to Highnam, and the Community Spaces grant programme.  Action: Clerk


Concern had been expressed by a resident regarding flooding of the road by the Golf 
Course.  Cllr E Keene agreed to speak to Cllr R Head.


The BT junction box had been repainted.  The other probably contains street lighting 
equipment.  Cllr Martin agreed to repaint this one himself.

1 Hillcrest was now in the hands of solicitors who were putting it up for sale.
6.
Clerk’s report – Correspondence

Items of correspondence are available in the office.  Those received this month included:

· Notification of External Auditor Moore Stephens
· Training courses available at GAPTC

· New timetable for mobile library

· New system of validating planning applications submitted to Glos CC.

· Campaign to Protect Rural England – forthcoming events

· Community Care guide


The Clerk reported that she had attended the Annual Parish & Town Councils’ Seminar.
7.
Planning – separate sheet attached.

No objections.
8.
Highways 

To consider a request for bus stop markings in Maidenhall

The Clerk had received a request that a bus stop area be marked on the road by the bus 
stop on the Post Office side of Maidenhall.  This had been discussed last year and Cllr 
Awford agreed to take the matter up again with the County Council.  Consideration was 
also given to moving the actual stop but that would be up to the bus company.  


Cllr Martin expressed concern about speeding on the spine road, particularly by buses.  He 
agreed to put 5 extra speed check signs on the bend approaches.  It was agreed to keep a 
log of buses that appeared to be speeding.  


Notification of the de-trunking of the A40 had been received.  Cllr Awford agreed to 
clarify if work would be carried out on Over Bridge by the Highways Agency before 
passing to the County Council.
9.
Grounds 

To consider improvements to the play area 

The Council had received an offer by a resident to raise money for new play equipment.  It 
was agreed that they would be asked to write a proposal and be invited to the next meeting.  
Money raised would be put in the Council’s project account (The Co-Op account).  Cllr 
Davies reported that a £20,000 grant was available from the Borough council and that 
details were to be forwarded to the Clerk.


Cllr Martin was keen to investigate a youth shelter that would take the older children away 
from the play area.  Grants are available for this as well.

10. 
Community Centre 

It was noted that Mrs M Coats is now the Secretary of the Management Trust.



11.
Finance

Allocation of Calor Safer Village Award - £500   Cllr Nelson – still awaiting quote.

Bank reconciliation:

	RBS Account
	 
	Restricted funds
	 
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 27/02/2008
	£6,997.69
	 
	
	 

	Payments March
	£1,109.91
	Calor Gas Award 2007
	£500.00
	 

	Receipts March - Transfer from Co-Op a/c
	£908.40
	Parish Plan
	£149.16
	 

	                            Course refund
	£20.00
	Invoices April
	£494.75
	 

	                            Sale of Footpath leaflets
	£48.00
	Contingency
	£4,984.00
	

	Balance as at 27/03/2008
	£6,864.18
	Total
	£6,127.91
	£736.27

	
	
	 
	
	

	Co-Op accounts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Community Direct Plus (cheque a/c)
	
	 
	
	 

	Balance as at 29/02/2008
	£3,099.87
	 
	
	 

	Payments March
	£2,803.09
	 
	
	 

	Receipts March - Interest
	£12.43
	 
	
	 

	                            TBC refund
	£14.00
	 
	
	 

	Transfer from 14 day a/c 17/03/2008
	£600.00
	Invoice April
	£56.40
	 

	Transfer from 14 day a/c 02/04/2008
	£650.00
	Remainder of grant
	£850.80
	 

	 
	£1,573.21
	Total
	£907.20
	£666.01

	Business Select 14 Day
	
	 
	
	 

	Balance as at 05/10/2007
	£20,557.73
	 
	
	 

	Transfer to cheque a/c 02/04/2008
	£650.00
	 
	 
	£19,907.73


Agreed.

Invoices for payment:
	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/04/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£414.75

	Cheques

	08/04/2008
	Guy Shankster- gardening
	854
	£80.00 

	
	
	Total
	£494.75

	
	Co-op  Business Select cheque a/c
	
	

	08/04/2008
	M Taggs - WI sign
	100068
	£56.40


Additional invoice received: WJ Gough 
855 
Grass cutting   £60.00) total £255.00








Litter warden £195.00)

All agreed
12.
Residual items
  






Cllr Nelson reported litter and dog waste on the footpath behind Brimsome Meadow.  


Cllr Awford said he would obtain high viz jackets for our voluntary litter pickers.


The Council agreed that it would be a good idea to reintroduce the annual village clean up.  

Cllr Bates would be asked to bring the revised Risk Assessment policy to the next meeting.
The meeting finished at 8.45pm

Next meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

Tuesday 13th May 2008, 7.30pm in The Old School
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