25th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA
				
Saturday, 18th June 2011 starting at 11.00 am in the Church

1. Apologies for Absence
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 3rd July 2010
3. Matters Arising
4. Chairman’s Report
5. Secretary’s report
6. Treasurer’s Report
7. Election of Officers
8. Use of Funds
9. Subscriptions 2011/12
10. Outings
11. Any Other Business
Followed by a celebration lunch at the Old Rectory, Newent Road, Highnam
A reminder:  please say if you are coming to lunch, no later than 6th June.	      *****************************************************
Triptych (continued)
Queen Beatrix of The Netherlands formally opened the proceedings before 100 guests, which included speakers and some glorious Netherlands’ songs of the 16th century.  When all was over Debbie & Georgie had a chance to view the exhibition; our Triptych looked splendid. It had been lightly cleaned and was well lit and displayed behind a sheet of Perspex for protection.  The exhibition finishes on the 26th June, so hopefully a few weeks later we should have our Triptych back home!
______________________________________________________________________

If any Member has a matter they wish to be raised at the meeting, or an item of news or the name of a potential new member, please do not hesitate to send it to :-
Graham Rosam, Hon Secretary, 66 Maidenhall, Highnam, Gloucester, GL2 8DL

Tel. 01452 416946 or e-mail:graham.rosam@highnambband.co.uk

Subscriptions:  As a membership organisation we continue to rely upon your generous subscriptions, and we remain very grateful for this support. Subscriptions (a minimum of £5) are due by 1st July (unless covered by a Standing Order). Please pay at the AGM or send to our Treasurer: 
Mr N Gardner, 132 Tuffley Avenue, Gloucester GL1 5NS (tel. 01452 419313)
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Dear Friends

I have much pleasure in inviting you to attend the 25th Annual General Meeting of the Friends of Highnam Church on Saturday, 18th June.
As you may recall, this year we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the founding of The Friends of Highnam Church. To mark this occasion we have changed our usual AGM arrangements so that the meeting will take place in late morning and be followed by a Members’ lunch and Parry-themed celebrations. It is so sad that Tom Fenton, who instigated The Friends following the major restoration project of the 1980’s, will not be with us; but we are delighted to announce that Debbie Fenton will host this celebration. Full details are shown overleaf – we will appreciate early confirmation of numbers for catering (by 6th June please).
The Agenda for the AGM is printed overleaf as usual. We look forward to seeing many of you for this special occasion. However, if you are unable to attend, please send me apologies and it would be good to hear from you – your news whether personal, local church-related, or ideas for future outings etc.  I hope it goes without saying that any member who would like to increase their involvement by joining the committee will be most welcome to come forward. Please ask me if you would like any further information.

Graham Rosam
Hon Secretary

FRIENDS’ NEWS
· We are sad to report the passing of our Members Marjory Peachey, one of our original members, and Sandra Resuggan – both of Highnam; and George Brooks of Kettering. Our thoughts remain with their families.
· We are, however, delighted to welcome new Members David Sanderson and Clive Sheppard, both of Highnam. 			(news continues on page 2)
TRUSTEE APPOINTMENT
We are delighted to report that Debbie Fenton has accepted the invitation to become a Trustee of The Friends in succession her late husband, Tom.
AGM & 25th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS – 18th June 2011
We will mark the milestone achievement of 25 years supporting the Church of the Holy Innocents Highnam with a special Annual Meeting occasion. The main change is that the meeting will take place at 11 am on the Saturday morning so that we can celebrate this achievement together around a lunch. 
Debbie has kindly offered to host the event in the Old Rectory. There will be a buffet lunch with sweets, including drinks and coffee. The cost is £12 per head, payable on the day to our Treasurer please.
There will be Parry music and readings from Gambier Parry’s & The Friends’ records to get us in the mood!!
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]PLEASE WILL YOU HELP US BY LETTING ME KNOW IF YOU ARE COMING TO LUNCH, NO LATER THAN MONDAY, 6th JUNE. Thank you.
OUTING TO TYNTESFIELD
On 14th May a party of 26 Members and church colleagues travelled down the M5 to visit the National Trust’s Tyntesfield house and estate situated some 7 miles south west of Bristol near the small town of Nailsea. We were once again blessed with reasonable weather for our outings, and this was the largest party in my memory – which all made for a most enjoyable occasion. The value of our visit was considerably enhanced by our host, Mr David Hogg, with a wealth of knowledge and stories about the house – whose architect was Woodyer, and its family history. 
FRIENDS’ NEWS (continued)
· It is also sad to report that our Rector, and Trustee, Pam Kemp will be moving to a new living in Devon in June. On behalf of all Friends we thank Pam for her support for our activities and wish her well in her new benefice of 9 parishes.
· The Committee has met on several occasions during the year to monitor progress with the various pieces of work we have been supporting. We are fortunate in having significant funds available at present. However, in taking financial decisions, the committee remains very mindful of the importance of continuing to secure the long term future of The Friends’ organisation.
· The subscription rate will be agreed as usual by the AGM. Nowadays we work to a subscription renewal date of 1st July (or other dates set by Members for their direct debit payments). It is always appreciated when Members take the initiative to let Norman, our Treasurer, have their annual contribution. However, Norman will write to all members not subscribing by standing order immediately after each AGM with a reminder of the 1st July date.
· Following the opening of the new – and much appreciated - church car park – The Friends have now paid for laying a gravel path connecting the car park with the existing path around the church, and its lighting.  The total cost of this work was £5,200. The project will also include repair and restoration of the stone wall at the church/path boundary
· We were also pleased to pay for the repair to an angel fresco above the northern side of the nave, where the underlying plaster started to bulge. This work was beautifully done by Donald Smith, our expert restorer.  The cost (including scaffolding) was £1,800. In addition, we have paid approx £500 architect's fees for inspection of the fresco repair and for initial sketch plans of the proposed new toilet facilities in church.
· Our committee member, Janet Frost, is leading the project in conjunction with the PCC to consider the installation of toilets for church. Naturally, there are many important considerations in such an alteration and many permissions to seek, so this is a long term job and it will certainly require significant fund-raising. Latest progress will be reported at the AGM.
· The past few months have seen a continuation of the recent trend for the church to be featured in high profile media. Holy Innocents was shown in a BBC 2 programme entitled ‘How to Read Churches’; presented by Michael Wood, the series gave examples of how church buildings, decorations and customs provide historical perspectives of community life over the ages. Then, of course, the music of Sir Hubert Parry played a central role in the recent Royal Wedding: ‘March from the Birds’ for the Queen’s Procession, ‘I Was Glad’ for the Bride’s Procession, ‘Jerusalem’ following the prayers, and ‘Blest Pair of Sirens’ during the signing of the Registers. Next, Prince Charles is presenting a documentary on BBC 4 on Friday, 27th May to display his fondness for the “underrated” English composer. His Royal Highness visited Highnam during the filming, including an interview with Tom Fenton and time spent at the Court and in church with the Rector. His signature is recorded in our Visitors Book!
HIGHNAM TRIPTYCH
On Saturday March 19th Debbie Fenton and her daughter, Georgie, attended the opening of the “Lucas van Leyden and The Renaissance Exhibition” at The Stedelijk Museum de Lakenhal, Leiden, Holland, where the Highnam Triptych was part of the exhibition. Over the years The Triptych has gone under various names and attributions, but as more studies have been done on the 16th century Flemish artists the field has narrowed, and it is now believed to have been painted by a Leiden or Antwerp artist – possibly Master J Kock. Debbie & Georgie met Mr Jan Piet Fieldt Kok, the curator of the exhibition, who visited Highnam last summer to look at the triptych. They were introduced to two other English representatives of loans from the V & A and the Archbishop of Southwark, who also agreed that the exhibition was a great achievement.						(continued over)
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