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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 11th September 2007
Present:  Cllr R Hanbury (Chairman), Cllrs D Davies, D Nelson, R Head, J Bates, M Heenan, R Keene, 
E Keene, S Martin

In attendance: J Rosam (Clerk), PCSO Phil Hardy, R Stembridge (Allotment Association)

Cllr Hanbury opened the meeting by congratulating Cllr Head on being appointed a Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire.
1.
To accept apologies for absence   None

2.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda  None

3.
In accordance with Section 51(1) of the Local Government Act 2000, the Council adopted the Code of Conduct recommended by the Tewkesbury Borough Council Standards Committee, which contains all of the mandatory provisions, as the Council’s Local Code of Conduct with effect from 24th September 2007.  A copy of the Code of Conduct is attached.
Every member of the Council then signed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office which included an undertaking to observe the approved Local Code of Conduct.

Every member of the Council was then asked to sign the Register of Personal Interests and return it to the Clerk by the next meeting at the latest.

4.
To receive minutes of the meeting held on 10th July 2007 and 21st August 2007  The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

5.
County Councillor’s Report Cllr Phil Awford sent his apologies so there was no report.
6.
District Councillor’s Report  Cllr Davies reported on items brought to his attention by residents including large bushes at the top of Hill Crest that were obscuring the junction.  He had contacted Cllr Awford with regards to grass cutting along the A40 and reported that the planning applications at 9 Maidenhall and 5 Gordon Close had both been permitted.  He was asking TBC to invoke new legislation regarding the empty house in Hill Crest which would give them powers to take over the running of the property as it had been empty for an unreasonable period.  The maintenance work at Chestnut Cottages had now been carried out.
7.
Report from PCSO Hardy He reported that he is now fully trained in using the speed gun and would carry out checks to determine problems that would be followed up by traffic officers.  He was asked to concentrate on early morning and evening.  He reminded everyone to report incidents straight away. Concern was expressed about speeding on the A40, Cllr Bates agreed to write to Interoute about the small and infrequent signs.
8.
Clerk’s Report Clerk ran through correspondence that she had received and reminded Councillors that it was all available in the office.  Of note were letters from architect John Evans notifying council of his retirement (Clerk to write acknowledgement) and one from Rudford & Highleadon Parish Council regarding flooding on the parish’s roads. She had been contacted by Chrissie Mortimer who wished to place a memorial bench for her son by the existing WI bench on the spine road.  Council agreed on the understanding that it would be the same style.  Action: Clerk 
Council had received an e-mail from Paddy Roche, Chairman of the Community Centre Trust, requesting that action be taken by the Council to keep the recycling area tidy.  The Clerk agreed to monitor the area and tidy up if necessary.  

Resident David Slinger was concerned that 2 signs had been removed from the cycle path into Gloucester by the underpass and that the grass had not been cut by the slip road at Over roundabout, making visibility poor and the junction dangerous.  Council agreed to support him by writing to Interoute.  Action: Clerk

Resident Lesley Bagshaw in Maidenhall had contacted both the Clerk and Cllr Davies concerning flooding in her garage on July 20th.  The drains had been checked and were in order but she was anxious about a yew tree in a neighbour’s garden.  It was suggested that she contact her neighbour to investigate.  Action: Clerk
The Clerk also reported that there had been a problem with Highnam Broadband and a number of e-mails had gone missing.  The parish council web-site was now published at www.highnamparish.org.uk and she asked for feedback at the next meeting.  There had been a poor response to requests from organisations for information to add to the web-site and to put in the welcome pack.  

9.
Highways Following the flooding in July, Cllr R Keene requested that a larger pipe be run underneath the A40 from Highnam Court parkland.  Action: Clerk to contact InterRoute.  

Cllr Martin asked if it would be possible for a white line to be put in the middle of the spine road, particularly at the bends.  It was felt that this might be a safety issue identified when the speed survey takes place.  

10.
Grounds


Allotments – Charlie Coats sent a report that the paperwork would be ready to be signed within the next few days.  Council agreed that Cllr R Hanbury be empowered to sign the documentation on behalf of the Council.  Mr Stembridge reported that the association was still investigating water supply and that the site would need weed killing and ploughing again.  The association was intending to put in a planning application for a store.  He was concerned about the condition of the 2 footbridges.  Action: Clerk to write to Glos CC. 


Bus shelters – The Clerk had obtained brochures and prices for new wooden shelters; however the cost would have to be considered at the next finance meeting.  In the meantime, it was agreed that Cllr Martin would investigate the possible repair of the shelters and make a presentation to the next meeting.



Grass cutting – A new contractor, Guy Shankster of Glebe Gardening, has been hired to maintain the areas around the Community Centre, at £10 an hour.  To support the upkeep of all the facilities, Council agreed to make a donation of £500 to Holy Innocents towards the upkeep of the churchyard, under Section 137.  
11.
Finance  Invoices for payment:

	30/09/2007
	J Rosam
	s/o
	Salary
	£414.75

	11/09/2007
	WJ Gough
	813
	Grass cutting
	£140.00

	11/09/2007
	GAPTC 
	814
	Training
	£120.00

	11/09/2007
	Cleansing Service Group Ltd
	815
	Septic Tank
	£177.00

	11/09/2007
	Proactive Business Supplies
	816
	Office supplies
	£77.66

	11/09/2007
	J Brennan
	817
	Auditor
	£235.00

	11/09/2007
	J Rosam
	818
	Expenses
	£39.32

	11/09/2007
	HCCT
	819
	Rent
	£16.00

	
	
	
	Total
	£1,219.73


All invoices agreed.  Additional item:  It was agreed to make a donation of £25 to PC Simon Bailey’s leaving present under Section 137.
Bank reconciliation.

	Bank reconciliation  September 2007

	RBS Account
	
	
	Restricted funds
	

	Balance as at 27/06/07
	£19,315.67
	
	Calor Gas Award
	£500.00

	Payments July/August
	
	£12,074.51
	Parish Plan
	£149.16

	
	
	
	Total
	£649.16

	Receipts July/August
	£12.00
	
	Payments this month
	£1,219.73

	Balance as at 28/08/07
	
	£7,253.16
	 
	£1,868.89

	
	£19,327.67
	£19,327.67
	Operating balance
	£5,384.27


Agreed

12.
Planning  Separate sheet attached – no objections.

Cllr R Head reported that he is to have a site meeting on September 24th to discuss the car park application.  There had been strong resistance from conservation bodies to the original plan.
13.
Residual items Cllr Heenan offered to draw up an emergency plan following the flooding.  It was suggested that Neighbourhood Watch would be a useful source of contacts.  

At the Calor Village of the Year awards, Highnam had won the Safer Village Award for the 2nd year running, thanks in part to the setting up of a First Responders group in the village.  Highnam was also runner up in the Environment category.  

Cllr R Keene reported that the Community Centre Trust had not been successful in its bid for a grant towards renovating the Parish Room and Old School.  He was therefore going to try to raise money from Glos Environment Trust.  Council fully supports him in this effort.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th October 2007, 7.30pm in the Old School

