Highnam Parish Council
Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington
Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 12th June 2007.
Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), R Head, E Keene, M Heenan, S Martin

In attendance: Cllr P Awford, J Rosam (Clerk)



1 member of the public.

New councillors E Keene and S Martin signed Declarations of Acceptance of Office.
1. Apologies for Absence were accepted from Cllrs R Keene, J Bates, D Davies and D Nelson.

2. Declarations of Interest None
3. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8th May 2007 were received and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4. County councillor’s Report Cllr Awford reported that the resurfacing of the B4215 in Highnam was now complete.  No decision had yet been taken by TBC regarding the new waste collection scheme though it is likely that ‘side waste’ will be banned.  Cllr Derek Davies is Chair of the Housing & Environment Committee, and Cllr Phil Awford is Vice-Chair of the Community & Economy Committee.  Cllr E Keene asked Cllr Awford if he would investigate the possibility of TBC providing the Business Centre with recycling bins. 

5. Report from PCSO PC Hardy Unfortunately PC Hardy did not attend but Cllr M Heenan reported on a Volume Crime Group meeting that he had attended at TBC.  Three items were of relevance to the Parish Council: A device that emits a high pitched whine and can be used to deter young people who congregate in groups, speed cameras that can be borrowed for use by the community, and a report on Neighbourhood Police Watch.  Cllr Martin had a number of concerns including youngsters gathering in the lay-by by Wetherleigh Drive after 10pm – he was advised to contact the police when this happens.  He also reported that a horse & cart have been seen trotting along the cycle path.  







Action: Cllr P Awford

Cllr Heenan is intending to investigate the use of the speed camera as a follow-up to the Parish Plan.  
6.  Clerk’s Report 

· Clerk had received a second estimate for repairing the small footpath across Maidenhall towards the Post Office for £275.  Agreed to accept.  

· Training days for councillors are available from Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town councils (GAPTC).

· A street trading request had been received for a mobile ice cream van.  No objection
· Information had been received concerning the 1000th anniversary of the county of Gloucestershire, including tree planting schemes.

· Clerk reported that she would be on holiday for 2 weeks in June and it was agreed that the Chairman’s home number would be left on the office phone for urgent enquiries.

7. Highways A reply had been received from Paul Galland, GlosCC, regarding the meeting held in May to discuss traffic and road issues.  Council still wishes the following items to be investigated:  

· Accident statistics used by the County Council do not match those used by the police.  









Action: Cllr P Awford
· Improve the signage at the entrance to the village and ‘mill’ the surface through the bend.
· Improve the signage on A40 – 50mph speed limit signs.
· Make the barrier at the A40/B4215 junction permanent

· Continue to press for a speed limit on Two Mile Lane

Council were also disappointed with the standard of the resurfacing of the spine road, man hole covers were now below the level of the road and parts of the surface were already breaking away at the kerbs.     








Action:  Cllr R Hanbury

New road markings in Maidenhall had changed the priorities at Lassington Lane.  










Action: Cllr J Bates

Thanks had been received from a resident for the work done in clearing a footpath.  Another volunteer, Sam English, had been in touch to help with the paths.  The stile at The Green had still not been repaired.                                                                                 
  Action: Cllr P Awford
8. Grounds  
Allotments 

There was no update from the allotment association, but water was now in place at the site.  

Grass Cutting 

Another request had been received from the Parochial Church Council for a grant towards grass cutting.  Cllr E Keene agreed to look into obtaining quotes for all the grass cutting at the church and community centre site. 
Cllr R Keene was asking for volunteers to help lop the conifers alongside the Dell by the Old School. 

Bus Shelters 

Cllr S Martin circulated a quotation he had received for repairing the bus shelters.  There is a possibility of grants available from GlosCC, so it was agreed to find out about these first.  











Action: Cllr P Awford.  

Play Area Report

It was agreed to pass this report to Cllr Davies on his return.

9.  Community Centre Minutes of the last HCCT meeting had been circulated.  The planning application for the car park extension was taking a long time to process.  Action: Cllr P Awford.

10. Parish Plan The leaflet had been distributed with the June edition of the Link.  Cllrs R Keene and M Heenan are to convene a meeting with the volunteers.

11.  Finance
Presentation and Approval of Annual Accounts
The annual accounts had been audited by John Brennan, were received by Council and signed by the Chairman and Responsible Finance Officer (Clerk). 
The Annual Governance Statement was also received agreed by Council and signed by the Chairman and RFO.  
Presentation and Approval of Budget for 2007/08
The budget drawn up by the Finance & Scrutiny Committee was agreed by Council.
Finance & Scrutiny Committee – Minutes and Terms of Reference
Minutes of the first meeting of the Finance & Scrutiny Committee and Terms of Reference had been circulated and were received.
Invoices for payment

	                 12/06/2007
	 Playsafety Ltd 
	803 
	£17.55 

	12/06/2007
	 Proactive business supplies 
	804 
	£33.37 

	12/06/2007
	HCCT (includes £50 Parish Plan)
	805 
	£58.00 

	01/07/2007
	 J Rosam - salary 
	 s/o 
	£414.75 

	
	total
	
	£523.67 


Additional invoices

	12/06/2007
	Inside & Out (repair of play equipment)
	806
	£250.00

	12/06/2007
	J Rosam (office expenses)
	807
	34.22


All agreed

Bank Reconciliation

	Opening balance as at 27/04/07
	£20,797.14
	
	
	
	Restricted funds

	Payments
	
	£3,174.55
	
	Calor gas award
	£500.00

	Banking interest
	£149.71
	
	
	Parish Plan
	£199.16

	Closing balance as at 25/05/07
	
	£17,772.30
	
	PWLB payment
	£10,524.64

	
	£20,946.85
	£20,946.85
	
	Payments this month
	£523.67

	
	
	
	
	
	£11,747.47

	
	
	
	
	
	

	RBS Account
	
	
	
	working balance
	£6,024.83

	
	
	
	
	 Vat refund 
	£2,826.01

	
	
	
	
	 total 
	£8,850.84


Agreed

The Co-Op (project) account now has £37,365 following a VAT refund, of which £10,000 is to be granted to the Community Trust for Parish Room repairs.

12. Planning
Separate sheet attached to Minutes.  There were no objections to the new applications.  Cllr Awford was asked to track the progress of 5 Gordon Close.  Concern was expressed about the splitting of Timberyard Cottage in view of the already heavy traffic on Two Mile Lane.  Although Council did not wish to object, it was felt that a comment should be made to TBC.  

Action: Clerk

13.  Residual Items
Cllr S Martin agreed to take on the responsibility for Youth on the Council.  

The meeting ended at 9.15pm  

NEXT MEETING; TUESDAY 10TH JULY 2007 at 7.30PM IN THE OLD SCHOOL
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