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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on Tuesday 13th November  2007

Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies, R Head, D Nelson, M Heenan.

In attendance: J Rosam (Clerk), members of the public: J Storey and Mr Bellwood

1.
Apologies for Absence:  Cllrs E Keene, R Keene and J Bates received and accepted.

2.
Declarations of Interest: None

3.
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th October 2007:  received and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

4.
County Councillor’s Report:  Cllr Phil Awford was not present, so no report was given.

5.
District Councillor’s Report:
Cllr Davies reported that Tewkesbury Borough Council is still in administration and has a new administrative structure of an executive rather than committees as a prelude to having a cabinet.  The on-line planning facility had crashed.  At a Planning Committee the fence at 11 Barn Ground had been permitted as it did not contravene any planning regulations.  He agreed to investigate the possibility of the hedge being replanted by TBC.  The oak tree on site had been declared a nuisance, hence the planning application had been withdrawn, and so it would probably be removed.  It was intended to establish a principle of obtaining permission for fences on the estate. He asked that the Clerk write to the Borough Solicitor to get an update on the fences at 4 & 6 Brimsome Meadow.  Cllr Davies reported that TBC needed to find places for 700 houses as part of the Local Plan.
6.
Clerk’s report: 
Emergency Plan – e-mail from Cllr R Keene, no other feedback.  Correspondence – thanks from Paddy Roche – manager of the Community Centre Trust – for the excellent work being done by new gardener, Guy Shankster.  Thanks also received from Andy Fowler, Chairman of the Allotment Association, as the legal transfer of the land had now been complete. Request for donation from Citizens’ Advice Bureau – not granted. Various newsletters are available in the office. She had received a request from a resident that the Council acknowledged the retirement of Richard & Sue Hicks from the village shop.  Clerk to write letter.  It was noted that she would be taking holiday in November and over the Christmas period.
7.
Highways: 
Following council’s agreement to investigate the part time operation of street lighting, a draft plan had been received.  After consultation, it was agreed in principle to purse the scheme but to put the plans to Neighbourhood Watch first for comment.

The Clerk had received a reply from InterRoute and reported that the signs on the cycle path at the underpass had been replaced, the grass cutting at Over would be put onto a monthly schedule and that the drainage problems on the A40 at Linton Farm were also noted.  

Information concerning Vehicle Activated Signs had been circulated via e-mail.

8.
Grounds: There was not report on the bus shelters.

All documentation concerning the transfer of allotment land and the tenancy agreement had now been signed.  This is a major success for the parish and it was agreed to make a small donation to Charlie Coats as thanks for his contribution.  Responsibility for the stile, bridge and hedges still needs to be clarified.  Action: Clerk

9.
Parish Plan: Cllr Heenan reported that 5 of the 6 Action Groups were now running.  The Clerk would put a report in the Link on the web.  
10.
Community Centre: 
An extraordinary meeting had been held by the Community Centre Trust to discuss the feasibility of employing a paid manager.  Advice had been obtained from the Gloucestershire Rural Community Council (GRCC).  Council had received a letter from the Trust requesting an amount of £4,000 towards the salary.  After discussion it was proposed by Cllr Head, and agreed that “Council agree to underwrite an amount of up to £4,000 if there is a trading loss due to the employment of a manager.”  This amount would be taken from the project bank account (Co-Op) if necessary.  Council wished to record that it feels that it is very important to have a dedicated person managing the halls and not to continue to rely on volunteers.  Action: Clerk
11. Finance: 
Cllr Head said that he would be placing the kissing gate at the cricket pitch in December, - remainder of funds available from Calor Gas award 2006.

A Finance & Scrutiny meeting had been held on 10th November, minutes were circulated.  It was noted that an Asset Register and Risk Assessment Policy both had to be drawn up following the external audit.  Action: Clerk
Precept – Cllr Davies reported that the TBC rate would be increased by 5% next year.  It was agreed to request an increase of 2.5% in the parish rate.  (As noted above, the payment of the Trust manager would be from the project account and not placed on the precept.)

Invoices for payment

	Payments made by standing orders and direct payments
	

	22/10/2007
	BT, office phone
	d/d
	£65.87

	
	
	
	

	27/10/2007
	J Rosam
	s/o
	£414.75

	Cheques
	
	
	

	13/11/2007
	Moore Stephens - audit
	827
	£499.38

	13/11/2007
	Proactive Business Supplies
	828
	 £   33.37 

	13/11/2007
	J Rosam - office supplies
	829
	 £   49.05 

	13/11/2007
	Guy Shankster - grass cutting
	£830.00
	 £ 120.00 

	
	
	
	£1,116.55


Additional invoices

	13/11/2007
	WJ Gough
	Grass cutting
	831
	£84

	13/11/2007
	HCCT
	Rent
	832
	£36


All agreed
Bank reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation  October 2007

	RBS Account
	
	
	Restricted funds
	

	Balance as at 28/09/07
	£23,388.43
	
	Calor Gas Award 2006
	£225.00

	Payments September
	
	£730.87
	Parish Plan
	£149.16

	Balance as at 26/10/2007
	
	£22,657.56
	PWLB payment
	£10,524.64

	
	£23,388.43
	£23,388.43
	Payments this month
	£1,116.55

	
	
	
	Uncleared cheques
	£27.00

	
	
	
	Total
	£12,042.35

	
	
	
	Operating balance
	£10,615.21

	
	
	
	
	

	Co-Op accounts
	
	
	
	

	Community Direct Plus
	£401.49
	
	
	

	Business Select 14 Day
	£37,425.51
	
	
	

	
	£37,827.00
	
	
	

	Grant to HCCT
	£10,000.00
	
	
	

	Operating balance
	£27,827.00
	
	
	


Agreed

12.
Planning: separate sheet attached.  

No objections.

Cllr Head reported that the plans for the car park had been recommended for approval to TBC.  He was obtaining quotations for the work which he hoped to bring to the next meeting.  Council agreed to cover his legal costs.

13.
Residual items:  
A resident had expressed concern about overhanging branches from a garden.  The Council has not liability for this; it is the responsibility of the occupier.  

Distribution boxes at the entrance to Oakridge are rusty and need repainting.  Action: Clerk

J Storey discussed the building work at 9 Maidenhall.
Next meeting: Tuesday 8th January 2008 7.30pm in the Old School
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