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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 8th January 2008
Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies (Vice-Chairman), R Head, J Bates, E Keene, R Keene, M Heenan.
In attendance: Cllr P Awford (County Councillor), PCSO Phil Hardy, J Rosam (Clerk), members of the public: Mr & Mrs Evans, Mrs J Storey

1.  
To accept apologies for absence.  

Cllrs D Nelson and S Martin, apologies received and accepted.
2.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.
None

3.
To receive minutes of the meeting held on 13th November 2007.  

The minutes of the parish council meeting held on 13th November 2007 were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
4.
Report from PCSO Hardy
PCSO Phil Hardy reported that the speed gun was now ready for use.  Councillors requested that surveys be carried out at different times of day to build a complete picture.  The gun would be used between the speed camera and the mini roundabout and on the spine road.  
There had been acts of vandalism on the night of 3rd January but, following house to house investigations, it was likely there would be charges brought.  

PCSO Hardy had spoken to Cllr Martin regarding youth shelters and gave the clerk information to pass on.  Grants would be available for this.

The parked car outside 2 Beech Close now had a ‘Police Aware’ sticker on it. Cllr Davies was concerned that it was a hazard, but PCSO Hardy reported that it was legally parked and that the police were trying to trace the owner.  He reiterated that residents must report incidents to him straight away however minor.






   Action: Clerk to put in Link.

5.
County Councillor’s Report
Councillor Awford reported that he had had a meeting with the new Highways Stakeholder Manager for this area at the County Council; Scott Macaulay-Lowe.  Council tax is being reviewed.  He was particularly pleased that the proposed National Grid’s Pressure Reduction Installation at Corse had been refused.  He felt that this was a triumph for local people.  
6.
District Councillor’s Report
Cllr Davies reported that the Lassington Wood sign at the playing field was being repaired at the Borough Council.  

Various residents had spoken to him about planning issues but he reiterated that he is only able to listen and cannot comment as he is on the Borough Council’s Planning Committee.
Cllr Davies reported that the Tewkesbury BC’s rate was being capped at 5%.  

12.
Planning – separate sheet attached

This item was brought forward.  The meeting was closed and Cllr Davies left while Mr Evans gave a report on his proposed extension at 29 Maidenhall.  The meeting then re-opened and Cllr Davies returned.  

Council agreed not to object to the application at 29 Maidenhall, but wished a comment to be made that there is sensitivity regarding the impact on neighbours, the massing of the extension and the existing summerhouse/workshop, and that a better/higher fence be put on the boundary with no. 25 Maidenhall.  Concern also expressed at the juxtaposition of the extension with the summerhouse.  











Action: Clerk
No objection to Church Lodge or 68 Maidenhall.  The application for the car park had been chased and all plans submitted to TBC.  

7.
Clerk’s report
Parish Council Newsletter – The council will not be able to apply for Quality Status this term, as it does not fulfill the electoral mandate.  However, it was agreed to pursue this at the next elections.  Council was still happy for the production of a Parish Council Newsletter, a draft of which was circulated, and although it would not now need to be produced quarterly, it was hoped that it would generate interest in the village and be updated regularly.  This would also form part of the ‘Welcome Pack’ which is an Action point in the Parish Plan.         Action: Clerk to obtain quotations for printing.  
Correspondence – Council was reminded that all correspondence is available in the Parish Office.
· Letter from TBC regarding ‘Play Ranger Project’
· Letter of thanks from PC Simon Bailey

· CD of Scrutiny Report on 2007’s flooding from Gloucestershire County Council

· Notice of 2 meetings – Protecting your Community on 25th January and Glos Wide Strategic Housing Market Assessment also on 25th January.

· Letter from Glos CC regarding Council Tax.  Council wished to respond by saying that they do not feel able to make any decision and that it is the County Council’s responsibility to make these judgments since they are elected for that purpose.   


Action: Clerk

The Clerk reported that she had received an e-mail from a resident requesting the Council to write to the Post Office to encourage postmen not to drop rubber bands in the village.  Not agreed.

She had written to Sara Freckleton regarding 4 & 6 Brimsome Meadow but had received no response.  She had also reported the rusty junction boxes on Oakridge to BT.  

The Annual Parish Meeting was fixed for Thursday 3rd April.

8.
Highways 

Part-time Operation of Street Lighting – update. It was agreed that the Clerk and Steve Doyle from Neighbourhood Watch would liaise with Gloucestershire Highways regarding the part-time street lighting proposal.  However, council wished to emphasize that it wanted a trial period.  
Appointment of Highways Representative.  Cllr Bates agreed to be the new Highways Representative.  
She reported that she had been in conversation with InterRoute concerning the planned work to the A40; there would be a period of consultation with the work probably starting in March.

It was noted that there had been a serious accident in Two Mile lane.

9.
Grounds   

Allotments.  It was noted that the Parish Council is responsible for the footbridge and stile that go into the allotment site since they are not on a Public Right of Way.

Bus shelters report.  Cllr Martin was absent but Cllr Davies had received a quotation for the replacement of one bus shelter.  The Clerk would obtain 2 other quotes for this to bring to the next meeting when a decision would be made.  Grants might be available to replace all 5 shelters.
 
10. 
Community Centre 

Annual Accounts.  A copy of the Management Trust’s accounts for 2007 was now available in the office.
To agree payment of invoices for refurbishment of Parish Room.  It was agreed that the Parish Council pay invoices to the total of £10,000 + VAT on behalf of the Management Trust.  Council raises the orders and thus accepts responsibility for the work.  By reclaiming the VAT the Trust will have an extra £11750 available for the work.  
A press release from TBC regarding an energy saving scheme had been received.

11.
Finance
Allocation of Calor Safer Village Award - £500   Cllr Nelson was in touch with the First Responders regarding the purchase of a defibrillator.  For decision at next meeting.
Date of next Finance & Scrutiny sub-committee meeting.  Agreed for Saturday 2nd February, 10 am in the office.  Cllr Bates agreed to join the sub-committee.  
Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders and direct payments

	28/01/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£414.75

	Cheques

	08/01/2008
	GAPTC (training)
	833
	£20.00

	08/01/2008
	TBC - Code of Conduct
	834
	£50.00

	08/01/2008
	Guy Shankster - grass cutting
	835
	£97.50

	08/01/2008
	HCCT - rent
	836
	£16.00

	08/01/2008
	J Rosam - expenses
	837
	 £ 17.13 

	
	
	
	£615.38

	Additional invoices

	08/01/2008
	WJ Gough – litter warden
	838
	£195.00

	08/01/2008
	The Benefice Press - advertising
	839
	£200.00

	08/01/2008
	Guy Shankster – grass cutting
	840
	£40.00

	08/02/2008
	R Head – kissing gate (2006 Calor Gas Award)
	841
	£299.51


Agreed
Bank reconciliation
	Bank reconciliation  November 2007

	RBS Account
	
	Restricted funds
	
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 26/10/07
	£22,657.56
	Calor Gas Award 2006
	£225.00
	

	Payments November
	£1,798.30
	Calor Gas Award 2007
	£500.00
	

	Receipts November
	£500.00
	Parish Plan
	£149.16
	

	(Calor Gas)
	
	PWLB payment
	£10,524.64
	

	
	
	salary 28/12/2007
	£414.75
	

	
	
	Payments January 2008
	£615.38
	

	Balance as at 27/11/2007
	£21,359.26
	Total
	£12,428.93
	£8,930.33

	
	
	 
	
	

	Co-Op accounts
	
	 
	
	

	Community Direct Plus
	£401.49
	Grant to HCCT
	£10,000.00
	£27,827.00

	Business Select 14 Day
	£37,425.51
	 
	
	

	
	£37,827.00
	 
	
	


Agreed
.  


13.
Residual items 
Cllr R Keene reported that Sam English, who had been maintaining footpaths as part of his Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, would be carrying on with the work. Thanks were recorded for this. Cllr Head maintains the path from the cricket pitch to Two Mile Lane and Cllr E Keene maintains the path from the bus stop at The Green to Two Mile Lane.  Cllr R Keene was investigating the possibility of a cycle path from Highnam to Whitehall Lane which had arisen from a Parish Plan Environment Action Group.  
There was no other business and the meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Next meeting: Tuesday 12th February 2008, 7.30pm in the Old School
