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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 8th May 2007
Present: Cllrs J Bates, R Head, R Keene, R Hanbury, D Davies, D Nelson, M Heenan

In attendance: J Rosam, Clerk

Members of the Public: Mr S Martin, Mr D Wood

1.
Election of Chairman On a proposal by Cllr Davies, and seconded by Cllr Head, Cllr Roger Hanbury was unanimously elected Chairman.  

2.
Adoption of Code of Conduct The Code of conduct for Parish Councillors SI no 3576 was accepted by Council.  It was noted that a new Code would be coming into force in July, with guidance from Tewkesbury Borough Council.  

3.
Apologies for Absence Cllr P Awford


Cllr Hanbury welcomed Cllr Mike Heenan to the Council.

4.  
Declarations of Interest Cllr R Head signed the Declarations of Interest book regarding the planning application for car parking in Highnam Park. 
5.
Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 10th April 2007    The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
6.
Election of Vice-Chairman On a proposal by Cllr Hanbury, and seconded by Cllr Head, Cllr Derek Davies was unanimously elected Vice-Chairman.  

7.
Co-option of Council members 3 nominations had been received for the two vacancies; 
Voting results:

	Steve Martin
	6 votes

	Edward Keene
	5 votes

	Keith Ridler
	3 votes


Steve Martin and Edward Keene were therefore elected to the Council.  

8.
Appointments for Subject Responsibilities

a) 
Council responsibilities



Environment – D Nelson, David Slinger – to be invited


Recreation – D Davies, S Martin



Footpaths – R Keene



Welfare – J Bates



Youth – deferred to next meeting



Trees – E Keene



Snow & Flood – R Keene, D Radford, J Smith



Recycling/Waste – J Bates, D Nelson



Parish Plan – M Heenan, R Keene



Public Relations – R Hanbury, Clerk



Planning – R Head, R Keene, D Nelson



Roads – R Hanbury, D Davies, J Bates



Police, Justice & the Law – R Hanbury, S Martin, M Heenan


b)
Scrutiny Committee – R Hanbury, D Davies, D Nelson, Clerk


c)
Internal Auditor – John Brennan


d)
Old School Trustees – R Keene, M Heenan


e)
Highnam c of E Primary School Governor - R Head


f)
Tewkesbury Borough Old People’s Welfare Committee - J Bates


g)
Lassington Wood Management Committee – S Martin, D Nelson

All positions to be confirmed at next meeting.  

9.
County Councillor’s Report  None

10.
District Councillor’s Report Cllr D Davies had arranged with Chris Penny for the fencing surrounding the play area to be mended at a cost of approx £200.  He also reported that he would be on holiday for 6 weeks from the end of May.  
11.
Clerk’s Report
a)        Consideration of draft Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Complaints Procedure 


All papers agreed and accepted by Council after altering time of Council meetings to the 2nd Tuesday of a month.  Clerk to re-circulate these items to Councillors.  

b)
Notes on procedure following training day

The Clerk had attended a very useful training day in April.  She reminded Councillors that they are required to attend meetings and must give a reason with an apology for absence.  

c)
Correspondence


i) Letter received from TBC requesting a preference for new waste/recycling collections.  Council opted for Method b) – week 1 recycling (boxes) and week 2 refuse and garden waste.  


ii) Council now registered for Data Protection.


iii) Letter from TBC requesting applications for a member of the Standards Committee.  Cllr M Heenan took the information with a view to applying.


iv) The gate at the bottom of Lassington Wood, by the cycle path was not the responsibility of GCC.  Cllr R Keene therefore agreed to investigate the broken fencing.  


v) Clerk was awaiting a quotation for repairing the footpath in Maidenhall, by the Post Office.

12.
Highways A meeting had been arranged with Paul Galland for Friday 11th May.  Cllrs Hanbury, Keene and Davies would be attending, together with the Clerk.  

13.
Community Centre Cllr Head still waiting for planning application to be processed for the church car parking.  Cllr Davies to chase.  

Cllr R Keene was progressing a grant application, it was agreed that “Parish Council will be responsible for any cost over-runs”.

14.
Grounds An e-mail from Charlie Coats with an update on the allotments had been circulated.  The ground had been sprayed and the group were now constituted.  The Clerk was asked to obtain a quotation for their insurance from NFU.   

Council discussed again grass cutting around the Community Centre and church and decided to make a decision following the budget meeting – fixed for 19th May. 

15.
Parish Plan The launch of the Plan had been very successful and the Plan had been well received by those who attended - approx 100 members of the public.  13 people had offered to help take the Action Plan forward; Cllrs Keene and Heenan would be getting in touch with them.  The Plan leaflet would be distributed with next month’s Link.  

16.
Finances
a.
Invoice for payment




31/05/2007
Clerk’s salary


£414.75
s/o

Agreed.  
Additional invoices had been received:

	Inky Little Fingers £729.15      Parish Plan                                          cheque 797

	HCCT £16                                hire of Old School April                     cheque 798

	J Rosam  £26.93                       postage/food for Parish Plan Launch  cheque 799

	M Heenan £94.09                     Parish Plan                                           cheque 800

	NFU Mutual £2057.38             Insurance                                             cheque 801

	WJ Gough £251                       Litter & grass cutting                           cheque 802


All agreed
b.
Bank reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation  May 2007

	RBS Account
	
	
	Restricted funds
	

	Balance as at 27/03/07
	£6,931.42
	
	Calor Gas Award
	£500.00

	Payments out April
	£4,694.16
	
	Unpaid cheque RoSPA
	£60.00

	sub-total
	£2,237.26
	
	Parish Plan
	£1,041.67

	Payments in April
	£18,559.88
	
	PWLB repayment
	£10,524.64

	Balance as at 27/04/07
	£20,797.14
	
	
	£12,126.31

	
	
	
	
	

	Total available
	£8,670.83
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Co-Op accounts
	

	
	
	
	Total
	£22,166.66


Agreed.
17.
Planning Separate sheet attached.

4 Williams Orchard

)

30 Brimsome Meadow
) not  contentious 

28 Farthing Croft 

)

9 Maidenhall – Clerk to resend this information to Councillors.

5 Gordon Close – there was some discussion concerning who owns the side plot of land, but it was felt that ownership of this land was not a planning issue.  Clerk to contact TBC to establish if there is any ruling regarding the size of an extension.  Cllrs Head and Keene agreed to speak to neighbours.  

1 Cottage Field – no objection

17 Brimsome Meadow – Cllr Nelson left the meeting.  

Mr Wood spoke to Council with his concerns regarding this application.  Council agreed to investigate the regulations regarding fences on open plan estates, and would object if this one was in contravention.  
18.
Residual items Concern was expressed that all the bus shelters had been vandalised.  It was agreed to contact Chris Penny and ask him to survey them with a view to costing repairing or replacement.    Action: Clerk 

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.  

Next meeting : Tuesday 12th June 2007, 7.30pm in the Old School
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