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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of  a meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th March, at 7.30pm in The Old School, Highnam.
Present: Councillors: Roger Hanbury (Chairman), Derek Davies (Vice-Chairman), Roger Head, David Nelson, Richard Keene, Mike Heenan.

In Attendance: Jean Rosam (Clerk), two members of the public.

1.  
To accept apologies for absence.


Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs J Bates, E Keene and S Martin.

At this point the Chairman offered the members of the public an opportunity to speak.  Jo Storey from the Community Affairs Group updated Council on the plans for the Community Day on June 1st and explained her request for a £100 grant which is an agenda item.
2.
Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

None
3.
To receive minutes of the meeting held on 12th February 2008.  

The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.
4.
County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford was unable to attend.
5.
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported that the two travellers on the Oakridge open space had been reported 
to the legal department of TBC.  Official policy was to treat them with a ‘fair but firm’ 
approach.


TBC is currently sharing a Chief Executive with Cotswold District.
6.
Clerk’s report – Correspondence

The following items of correspondence had been received and are all available in the 
office.

· TBC Food Festival on 3rd/4th May, brochures available
· Application form for Calor Gas village of the year – already being actioned by Cllrs R Keene, M Heenan and D Nelson.  The presentation is to be held at Highnam Court on July 18th and councillors hoped that there would be a good turn from members of user groups for the judging.
· 20/02/08 Street Trading request from Tartaglia’s ice cream, no objection

· 04/03/08 Emergency Planning Seminar at GlosCC on 3rd April

· Parish Seminar at Hartpury College on 27th March – Clerk to attend.

· 12/02/08 Ecovision Systems grants, pass to HCCT

· 18/02/08 Proposed change to bus routes 643/679

· Consultation on Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) Methodology Report - TBC

· Celebrate St George’s Day brochure


- To agree an addition to the Parish Council’s Standing Orders to incorporate


Public Forum
· “Any elector within the parish may put a question to the meeting or comment about a matter for which the Council has a responsibility or which affects the parish.

· No discussion shall take place on any question put or comment made.  Where practical, the Chair may respond to the question or indicate that a written response will be made.

· Any elector seeking a response to a question at the meeting must give the clerk notice of the question at least 5 clear working days before the meeting.
· Where notice of a question has been given, a reply may be given orally at the meeting by the Chair or person nominated by the Chair, or a written reply given to the elector

· A maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for public questions and comments to be raised at the beginning of the meeting.”
It was resolved to amend the Council’s Standing Orders as written.
7.
Planning – separate sheet attached.

No objections to new applications.


Comment on The Villa, Newent – Council are concerned that the new dwelling should be 
in the same proportions as the existing property.  Action Clerk

Cllr Davies said he was concerned about activity on land behind the Toby Carvery and 
reported that Enforcement at TBC had been informed.


Council was still waiting for a final decision on the car parking application following the 
arborcology report. 

Council was asked by the Environment Group to consider water runoff which can be 
reduced by the introduction of permeable surfaces as an alternative to hard landscaping 
when commenting on planning applications.  
Noted. 
8.
Highways – report on meeting with Scott Macaulay-Lowe


On Monday 10th March Cllrs R Hanbury, D Davies, M Heenan, J Bates and the Clerk had 
met with Scott Macaulay-Lowe and Dan Tiffney from Glos Highways.  

· A speed survey had been carried out on Two Mile Lane which showed that the average speed was 30mph. Council agreed that it would like to see the lane made one way north/south, with two way access as far as Home Farm.  Action: Clerk to write to Highways.

· Work was scheduled to improve the footpath from the speed camera to the Green.

· Cllr Head would like to see drainage improved when the major A40 work is carried out.

· Speed surveys on the B4215 had been carried out by the police.  

· The bend on the B4215 had been re-textured.

· Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS), these depend on the results of the speed surveys.

· Straightening the bend on the B4215 – persistence needed for this to happen.

· The footpath around the spine road would probably cost too much money and was not high 
priority; however they did agree to cost the project.

· The roadworks on the A40 scheduled from 31st May – 30th November would result in extreme disruption.  There is going to be a weight limit on the B4215 for the period of the works and council agreed to monitor this with a view to asking for it to become permanent.  
· It was noted that this had been a useful and positive meeting.  

Cllr Davies reported that there was no decision as yet on where the Park and Ride would 
be situated.


Extra 30mph speed check signs had been received, Cllr Hanbury agreed to put these up 
around the spine road.
9.
Grounds - request for new litter bins

The Clerk had received requests for two new litter bins and for one of the dog waste bins 
to be replaced.  Council was happy for the Clerk to obtain quotes from TBC.  


One quotation had been received for the replacement of the bridge and stile at the entrance 
of the allotments.  Clerk agreed to obtain two more.  The Clerk was also asked to chase the 
refurbishment of the bus shelter that was agreed last month.  
10. 
Community Centre 

A complaint had been received about the two storage sheds behind the Parish Room.  The 
Clerk reported that these belonged to Highnam Players and the Management Trust and that 
only one parking space would be lost as a result.


It was agreed to include the social centre with the grant application for the car park.

11.
Parish Plan update – Cllrs M Heenan and R Keene

1)Environment – Separate report attached to minutes.  The main concerns were with 
recycling and footpaths.  Cllr Davies agreed to be the first point of contact for reported fly 
tipping.  Clerk to advertise.

2)Transport and Travel – most topics had been covered by the meeting with Highways on 
Monday 10th March.  A survey would be carried out around Maidenhall to investigate 
street lighting there.


3)Community Affairs – Main topic was the Community Day on 1st June, preparations for 
which were well advanced.


4)Crime & Policing – the Mobile Police van would be at the Community Day.  It was 
noted that PCSO Hardy is regularly seen patrolling the village.


5)Parish Facilities – Bob Stembridge was leading this group and all items were ongoing.  


6)Children and Young People – Steve Martin was leading this group, no report as yet. 


The Clerk agreed to create a separate page for the Parish Plan on the web-site.

Inclusion of Highnam Parish Plan on GRCC database- not debated.



12.
Finance


Allocation of Calor Safer Village Award - £500   Cllr Nelson – quotation was still awaited.

Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/03/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£414.75

	Cheques

	11/03/2008
	Perpetua Press - Newsletter
	848
	 £     162.00 

	11/03/2008
	Information Commissioner - Data Protection
	849
	 £       35.00 

	11/03/2008
	GAPTC membership
	850
	 £     363.66 

	11/03/2008
	Guy Shankster- gardening
	851
	 £       72.50 

	11/03/2008
	HCCT - rent
	852
	 £       16.00 

	11/03/2008
	Rowberry Morris - Land registration fee/searches
	853
	 £       46.00 

	 
	 
	Total
	 £     695.16 

	
	Co-op  Business Select cheque a/c
	
	

	11/03/2008
	Quattro Design Architects
	100065
	 £ 1,130.94 

	Additional Business Select cheque from £10,000 grant to HCCT


	11/03/2008
	Reece Preston Professional Decorators
	100066
	£763.75



All agreed


 To agree increase in cost of grass cutting in Maidenhall by J Gough from £28 per cut to 
£30 per cut.
Agreed

To agree donation of £100 to Community Affairs group for Community Day on 1st June – 
agreed, funds to come from money remaining in Parish Plan budget.

 Replacement of WI sign – payment was agreed for a sign commemorating a WI tree that 
had been lost during the building work, from project a/c.

Bank reconciliations - To be tabled at meeting. The bank reconciliation was circulated, 
(attached to minutes) and agreed.  
13.
Residual items
  

Cllr Davies reported that the owner of the empty house at the top of Hill Crest was being 
taken to tribunal.





The meeting closed at 9pm.
Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th April, 7.30pm in the Old School

Annual Parish Meeting: Thursday 3rd April, 7.45pm in the Parish Room
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