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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 11th November 2008
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Highnam.
Present:  Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies, R Head, D Nelson, J Bates, M Heenan, E Keene

In attendance: Cllr P Awford, Mrs J Rosam (Clerk), PC Bob Lloyd, Mrs J Storey and Mr M McGillion.
Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.
PC Bob Lloyd and Mr McGillion held a separate meeting to discuss the recreation ground project.  The project should hear about the Lottery grant application in about 6 weeks.
Mrs J Storey reported that the central reservation in Maidenhall had been damaged again – reply in District Councillor’s report.  She requested that a litter bin be placed by those bus shelters that do not have one.  The items would be priced and the request put on the agenda for next time.

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies received from Cllr R Keene were received and accepted.
2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below

None
3. Co-Option of Parish Councillor to fill current vacancy

Mr Peter Hornby had indicated to the Chairman his willingness to fill the vacancy.  It was 
unanimously agreed to accept his offer.
4. Police Report - PCSOs Jackie Tierney and Louise Borg-Littleton and PC Bob Lloyd

No police were present to provide a report.
5. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th October 2008

The words “and the Management Trust” were added to the public forum section and the 
minutes were then received and signed as an accurate record.
6. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford reported that there was still more work needed on the A40.  Glos Highways had 
put in a bid to the Highways Agency to repair the ‘rat runs’ including Two Mile Lane.  He 
felt that it would take a big campaign to keep the current weight limit on the B4215.  The 
County Council were trying to recover £12,000,000 held in Icelandic banks.    


Council wanted the following issues addressed and Cllr Awford agreed to support
· Repairs to Two Mile Lane are needed urgently and drainage is still a problem.

· Alterations to times of road closures during the works were causing confusion.

· The weight limit is obviously working and Council is unanimous that it wants it made permanent.  The Clerk would write to neighbouring parishes asking them for support.
7. District Councillor’s Report

Tewkesbury Borough Council has a new Chief Executive - Gordon Mitchell.  Cllr Davies 
had met with Sqn Ldr E LeBaigue to discuss the presentation made at last month’s meeting.  
He had contacted the builders about the damage to the grass in Maidenhall who had agreed 
to make good all damage when creating a new footpath.  Mark Harper MP is to raise 
questions in Parliament regarding the A40 roadworks.  The 
flooding at the junction of the 
B4215 and A40 had been investigated straight away.  Parish Councils in the Borough 
are going to be asked to provide services such as grass cutting.  

8. Clerk’s Report

9. To resolve to adopt the Freedom of Information Act New Model Publication Scheme


It was resolved to adopt the Model Public Publication Scheme.  Clerk would complete and 
publish the required information.


She had met with Matt Holmes from The Citizen to discuss the web-site.


Correspondence: 
· Proposed Increase in Parking Charges from Tewkesbury Borough Council.

· Consultation Document: Codes of conduct for local authority members and employees.

· Ambulance Service Newsletter with article regarding Highnam’s Community First Responders.

· Letter of thanks received from the Allotment Association for the new bridge.

· Cheque received from Highnam Primary School for £1500 towards the recreation ground.

· Next visit of the Mobile Police Station – Monday 17th November, 1 – 2pm.


The Clerk reported that she would be on holiday for some of December.  She would be 
updating the newsletter in the New Year and asked for contributions.
10. Planning 
separate sheet attached

No objections to one new application.  The Clerk would notify Council of any new 
applications needing a response before the next meeting.

11.
Grounds

The wooden goal posts had been removed by Tewkesbury BC following advice from the 
Playing Fields Association.  It was agreed to apply to them for a grant for new ones.

A new team of volunteer litter pickers was being formed.  The Clerk had received a ‘Stop 
the Drop’ toolkit from the Campaign to Protect Rural England which they would be using.

Car park - A meeting had been held with a representative from Gloucestershire 
Environment Trust, the grant application is being considered on 21st November.  The 2 
leases would need to be in place before any money could be handed over.  Both 
quotations had now been received.
12.
Highways  

Cycle path - Cllr D Davies

The bollards on the cycle path are not a deterrent to the trotting horses.  Council agreed that 
it needs to press the police to make a prosecution. The Clerk would write to Glos Highways 
and request an improved barrier.


Cllr Head reported that part of his fence that had been removed during the roadworks had 
still not been replaced.  Action: Clerk


A report had been received of an overgrown pathway at 25 Wetherleigh Drive.  Action: Cllr 
Davies. 
13.
Community Centre  
Request for contribution to new fire alarm system

Cllr Bates and the Clerk had carried out a fire risk assessment of the office and 
recommended to Council that the existing arrangements were sufficient.  Agreed.  A request 
would be made to the Management Trust for new extinguishers and regular appliance 
testing.  Action: Clerk

Cllr Keene asked that the Clerk thank Mr Roche for clearing the recycling prior to his 
wedding.
14.
Finance

To consider a draft budget and precept for 2009/2010 from the Finance & Scrutiny 
committee.


The draft budget was circulated and agreed with an increase to the precept of 3%.


Cllr Hanbury agreed to speak to the Chairman of the Management Trust to discuss 
increasing the rent for the office.


A grant of £100 and a loan of £100 were agreed for the Community Day.


A request from the Roses Theatre, Tewkesbury, for a grant was not agreed.

Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/11/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	28/12/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	Cheques

	11/11/2008
	GRCC membership
	895
	 £25.00 

	11/11/2008
	J Rosam - expenses
	896
	 £84.77 

	11/11/2008
	GAPTC - training
	897
	 £45.00 

	11/11/2008
	WJ Gough - grass cutting
	898
	 £90.00 

	
	
	
	£1,125.27

	Payment made from Co-Op Direct Plus

	11/11/2008
	Just Ecology
	100071
	 £431.09 


Additional invoices
	11/11/2008
	Guy Shankster - gardening
	899
	£109.50

	11/11/2008
	Hartell NB Construction – allotment bridge
	900
	£1043.69

	11/11/2008
	HCCT - rent
	901
	£16.00


All agreed

Bank reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation  November 2008

	RBS Account
	
	Restricted funds
	
	Operating balance

	Balance at 28/09/2008
	£25,081.73
	Calor Gas Award 2007
	£600.00
	

	Payments 
	£2,600.29
	Payments November
	£1,125.27
	

	Receipts
	£0.00
	Contingency
	£5,033.00
	

	Balance at 28/10/2008
	£22,481.44
	PWLB
	£10,524.64
	

	
	
	Total
	£17,282.91
	£5,198.53

	Co-Op accounts
	
	
	
	

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	
	

	Balance at 21/10/2008
	£532.72
	Balance at 21/10/2008
	£24,240.75
	

	Payment November
	£431.09
	Playground Fund (restricted)
	£1,965.58
	£22,275.17

	
	£101.63
	
	
	


All agreed
Cllr Bates took the bank books away for internal control checks.

15.
Residual items

None

The meeting closed at 9pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 13th January 2009
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