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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of  a Meeting of the Highnam Parish Council held in The Old School 
on Tuesday 13th April 2010  at 7.30pm.

Present:  Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies, D Nelson, E Keene, A Campbell, M McGillion,

M Heenan

In attendance: Jean Rosam (Clerk), Rosie Woolley (Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust) and 2 members of the public.

Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Items discussed included the speed camera, the Community Day, posters for the upcoming General Election, and possible problems at the new recreation ground.

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs R Head and Y Watkins

2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.

None.

3. Presentation by Rosie Woolley, Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust

Request for grant towards bird box – agreed

Rosie talked to the meeting about her plans for a hedge project around the village, papers 
had been circulated.  Council was happy for this to be progressed so Rosie agreed to contact 
Tewkesbury Borough Council and provide publicity. Cllr Heenan agreed to contact the 
Environment Group to see if they could be involved.  It was noted that, together with the 
allotment association, she is investigating reinstating the pond at the bottom of the site.  She 
also agreed to help with tree work required in John’s Wood.
4.
Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th March 2010.


The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

5.
County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford had sent his apologies – no report.

6.
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported on a successful start to the new recycling arrangements.  Following a 
full Tewkesbury BC meeting it had been agreed to raise the profile of the borough.
7.
Clerk’s Report

Tree Preservation Order received.

Notification of training courses run by Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town 
Councils. (GAPTC).


Application form for Vibrant Village of the Year.  Clerk to ask Paddy Roche and Bob 
Stembridge to contribute to 2 of the categories.


The Clerk is currently preparing the books for audit; the notice of audit will be posted at the 
end of the week.

8.
Grounds – Recreation Ground update 


Cllr Campbell reported that the new facility is now open.  PC Brian Howard had visited. It is 
still waiting for a new safety surface around one piece of equipment, a notice, picnic bench 
and wildflower planting.  The official opening is to be on Sunday 16th May, 2-4pm.  
Cllr Campbell was asked to check a 
drainage issue and the Clerk would chase the new 
lock.

Cllr Keene circulated a possible design for the village sign.  Cllr Hanbury agreed to contact 
Mr Fenton to help with the detail.

Cllr Davies reported that Tewkesbury BC is considering the lease on Lassington Wood.  
Council agreed that this is an environmentally important asset to Highnam and wished to see 
it retained as such.
9.
Highways

It was noted that there is to be new signage at the recreation ground following the County 
Council’s refusal to provide a pedestrian crossing.  The B4215 through the village is to be 
resurfaced in October.  There had been no reply to Cllr Davies’ letter to the Highways 
Agency regarding the hatchings on the A40.  Council agreed it still wanted Two Mile Lane 
to be resurfaced, noted its dissatisfaction with the standard of landscaping on the A40 and 
agreed that the speed camera should be replaced.  Clerk to write.  

10.
Community Centre 

Cllr Heenan reported that the Parish Room had received a good Environmental Health 
inspection.  The Trust is still working on the plans for the Old School.  


The Parochial Church Council had asked the Parish Council for its agreement to placing two 
lights in the new car park.  Council agreed subject to them checking whether planning 
permission would be needed, that the lights would be directional and not left on when not 
needed.  

11
Finance  

· Finance & Scrutiny Committee report 
The following points were noted:

a) Glos CC, Gloucestershire Environmental Trust and Sustrans had all said they were unable to provide grants towards the footpath project.  It was agreed therefore that Council would look at installing only the stretch from Williams Orchard to the playing field and from the corner of Pipers Grove to the bus shelter, a total cost of approx £8,000.  The Clerk would apply to Tewkesbury BC for a grant of £5,000 with the remainder coming from the Council’s project a/c.  The Clerk would ask for sponsors in the Link.  

b) Quotes were to be obtained for repairing/replacing the noticeboard at the shop which had been vandalised.

c) Contingency money from the RBS a/c would be transferred to the Co-op savings a/c which gave a better rate of interest. (see cheque 982 below).

d) Cllr Watkins had agreed to be the new internal controls/risk assessment officer.
· To consider a request for a grant from FC Highnam

Council agreed that it was not in a position to be a major financial contributor 
to this project.
· Appointment of Internal Auditor. 

The Clerk had contacted John Brennan who was happy to be Internal Auditor 
for the year, his appointment was agreed.
Invoices for payment
	Standing orders RBS a/c
	Cheque
	Power
	 

	28/04/2010
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	13
	£457.00

	Cheques - RBS a/c

	13/04/2010
	Mrs JA Rosam - office expenses
	978
	47
	£18.47

	13/04/2010
	Guy Shankster - grounds
	979
	41
	£72.56

	13/04/2010
	GAPTC - annual membership
	980
	57
	£381.26

	
	
	
	
	£929.29

	Recreation Ground Project

	13/04/2010
	Mark McGillion - stationery
	20
	52
	£28.99

	13/04/2010
	Lucy Pritchard - licence
	21
	52
	£21.00

	
	
	
	
	£49.99


Additional invoices:
	13/04/2010
	Bristol Ferret Club – cheque reissue 918
	981
	s. 137
	£50.00

	13/04/2010
	Highnam PC – savings a/c
	982
	transfer
	£8,000.00

	13/04/2010
	Greenfields – Rec Grd Inspection
	22
	52
	£47.00


All agreed


Bank reconciliation 
	RBS Account

	Balance at 22/02/2010
	£12,443.70
	Payments April 2010
	£929.29

	Payments Mar 2010
	£552.26
	Restricted funds
	£8,129.38

	Balance at 22/02/2010
	£11,891.44
	Operating balance
	£2,832.77

	
	 
	
	

	Co-Op accounts

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	 

	Balance at 26/02/2010
	£237.24
	Balance at 26/02/2010
	£4,516.05

	Recreation Ground Project

	Balance at 17/02/2010
	£17,421.51
	
	 

	Payments Feb 2010
	£2,026.88
	Payments April 2010
	£49.99

	Balance at 18/03 2010
	£15,394.63
	Uncleared cheques
	£10,823.04

	
	
	Operating balance
	£4,521.60


All agreed

12.
Planning
	10/00245/FUL
	Mr P Harbron
	6 Peters Field, Highnam GL2 8LR
	Proposed 2 storey rear and single storey side extension
	Comments by 28th April

	10/000253/FUL
	Mr T Miles
	9 Farthing Croft, Highnam, GL2 8EQ
	Proposed single storey rear extension
	Comments by 15th April


No objections
13.
Residual items.  

None 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council -Tuesday 11th May 2010
Signed __________________________________________   Date ________________________
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