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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a Meeting of Highnam Parish Council held in The Old School on 
Tuesday 14th July 2009 at 7.30pm.

Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies, J Bates, D Nelson, E Keene, M McGillion

In attendance: Cllr P Awford (Glos CC), J Rosam (Clerk), Mr M Hutchings and Ms F Evans (GRCC), Mrs J Storey.
Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Mrs Storey was thanked by the Chairman for her organisation of the Community Day which had been a great success.  She in turn thanked Cllr Davies and the Clerk for their contribution, a large number of people had attended providing a great atmosphere.  She then asked that additional speed limit signs be placed on the A40 and B4215, Cllr Awford agreed to follow-up.
Presentation by Martin Hutchings, Gloucestershire Rural Community Council’s Rural Housing Enabler
Martin Hutchings and Frances Evans talked to the meeting about a Rural Housing Needs Survey.  It would provide a greater level of parish detail than the recently circulated Countrywide Housing Needs Survey.  The outcomes could give more information on housing requirements in the parish and support the case for affordable housing to meet the needs of the residents in the coming years.  Council decided to discuss this as an agenda item at September’s meeting.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Heenan and R Head.  The resignation 
of Cllr P Hornby had been received and was noted with regret.  The Clerk would contact 
Tewkesbury BC to advertise the vacancy.
2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


Cllr E Keene signed the book – item 11 Planning.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th June 2009.


The Minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

4. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford reported that he now chairs the Scrutiny Education Committee, remains on the 
Police Authority and is the lead on the Equalities Agenda.
5. District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported that changes arising from restructuring and redundancies would come 
into force on 1st October.  The new Chief Executive is to be Michael Dawson and there will 
be a new head of planning, renamed Borough Development.   Management costs will be 
reduced by 13%.  There is to be a meeting on Monday 17th August at 10am in the Gambier 
Parry Hall between the Borough Council and 8 parishes, including Highnam.  This will be to 
discuss the BC’s budget and savings that they wish to make which will impact on the 
village, ie responsibility for maintenance of play areas and grass cutting.
6. Clerk’s Report


Updates – Bus shelter/Noticeboard at Over – Cllr Bates reported that she was still working 
to get grants for these items.

Village Sign – Cllr Keene had contacted a blacksmith and had a guide price of £750.  Both 
he and Cllr Hanbury said they would investigate obtaining artwork.

Footpaths – Cllr Keene agreed to collect footpath information currently in the office.

Litter and Dog Waste Bins - It was agreed to purchase a new cover for a litter bin that had 
been vandalised.  It was also agreed go ahead with the purchase of two dog waste bins, 
previously agreed on 10th March.  It was agreed to replace two cradle swings at the 
recreation ground.  All agreed items will cost approx £700, within this year’s budget.


Correspondence:

· Follow-up information from a Community Safety Roadshow attended by the Clerk.
· A letter from Tewkesbury BC, already referred to in the District Councillor’s report, was circulated for information, it is important that a Councillor attends this meeting together with the Clerk.
7.
Grounds

Cllr McGillion reported that Tewkesbury BC is to clear the ditch bordering the recreation 
ground.  The decision on the Lottery funding is still awaited.  The Favour’s Auction raised 
over £2,000.  
He asked that the wet pour remaining where the large swings were removed 
should be made good.  It was agreed to include this work with the main project.
8.
Highways  

E-mail correspondence received by the Clerk:

· Graham Lyons from InterRoute giving details of planned re-seeding on A40.

· Richard Gray from Gloucestershire Highways giving an up-date on gully clearing and provisional notification of resurfacing of the B4215 through the village in 2010-2011.

· Victoria Grant from Highways Agency on A40 hatchings, Cllrs Awford and Davies are both pursuing this. 

Cllr Awford also agreed to investigate the entrance into Over Farm Market and the 
safety issues arising when large lorries turn left onto the B4215 from the A40.

9.
Community Centre - Appointment of Project Manager for Car Park

The Clerk had contacted Cllr Head asking him to project manage the car park construction 
and was waiting for a response.  It is hoped that Tewkesbury BC will confirm at the end of 
the week that the project is signed off so that work can start at the end of July.  
10.
Finance
.
Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/07/2009
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	28/08/2009
	JA Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	Cheques - RBS

	14/07/2009
	WJ Gough - grass cutting
	935
	 £   120.00 

	14/07/2009
	LexisNexis - book
	936
	 £     72.45 

	14/07/2009
	J Rosam - expenses
	937
	 £     75.62 

	14/07/2009
	HCCT - Comm Day
	938
	 £   300.00 

	14/07/2009
	Highnam PCC - Comm Day
	939
	 £   300.00 

	14/07/2009
	HPC Rec Ground Project - Comm Day
	940
	 £   300.00 

	14/07/2009
	Highnam PC - transfer VAT to Co-op a/c
	941
	 £   330.85 

	14/07/2009
	Guy Shankster - grounds
	942
	 £   102.38 

	
	
	
	 £2,379.42 

	
	Cheques - Rec Ground Project
	
	

	14/07/2009
	Foliation Ltd - removal of slide
	3
	 £   138.00 


Additional Invoice:
	14/07/2009
	HCCT room hire, half year office rent
	943
	£266.00


The 3 Community Day cheques were altered to £400 each as extra money had been received.

All agreed.

Bank reconciliation 
	Bank reconciliation July 2009

	RBS Account
	
	Restricted funds
	
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 28/05/2009
	£23,035.72
	Payments July 2009
	£2,379.42
	 

	Payments June 2009
	£776.47
	Contingency
	£5,033.00
	 

	Receipts June 2009
	£1,758.83
	PWLB June
	£10,524.64
	 

	Balance as at 28/06/2009
	£24,018.08
	Community Day
	£156.26
	 

	 
	
	
	£18,093.32
	£5,924.76

	Co-Op accounts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	
	 

	Balance at 08/06/2009
	£9.64
	Balance as at 08/06/2009
	£18,283.62
	 

	Payments June 2009
	£345.00
	Transfers out
	£430.00
	 

	Transfer June 2009
	£430.00
	
	
	 

	Balance at 30/06/2009
	£94.64
	Balance as at 06/07/2009
	£17,853.62
	£17,853.62

	Recreation Ground Project
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Balance as at 13/05/2009
	£9,392.82
	
	
	 

	Receipts June/July 2009
	£2,231.10
	
	
	 

	Payments June 2009
	£8.00
	Payment July 2009
	
	£138.00

	Balance as at 07/07/2009
	£11,615.92
	 
	 
	£11,477.92


Agreed

11.
Planning – separate sheet attached.


No objections.


The tree preservation order was considered and it was agreed to request a full list of all 
TPO’s in the village.  It was also agreed to request a TPO on three trees on open space near 
the entrance to the estate through from Maidenhall.

12.
Residual items.  

Calor Village of the Year Presentation

Cllr Bates thanked those who had attended the judging last month.  The presentation is on 
Friday 17th July.  She reported that camera work is now being carried out on the sewers at 
Staunton’s Hill.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm.

Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th September 2009
Signed______________________________________________         Date ___________________
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