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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 14th October 2008 
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Highnam.
Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), R Head, D Nelson, J Bates

In attendance: Mrs J Rosam (Clerk), members of the public: Sqn Ldr E LeBaigue, Mrs J Storey, 
Mrs S Jones, Mrs L Bagshaw

Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Sqn Ldr LeBaigue gave a short talk on the care of the elderly.  He had been involved with the development of the Crystal Fountain Care Village in Nailsworth and the building of properties attached to a nursing home in Newnham.  He explained the background to the projects and his involvement with the local Primary Care Trust.  He felt that Highnam is an excellent community but has no facilities for the elderly.  He therefore suggested that the Parish Council addresses the problem with his partnership’s support.

Mrs Jones reported cuttings left following hedge trimming and fly tipping in Two Mile Lane.  She was concerned that a new bus stop on the A40 had no pavement access.  Mrs Bagshaw reported a blocked ditch running behind Williams Orchard and Popes Meade. Action: Clerk

Mrs Storey reported on a meeting of the Community Affairs group.  The Community Day will be held on 14th June next year with money raised to be split between the Church, the Management Trust and the Recreation Ground Project.    The request for a loan is to be discussed at the next Finance & Scrutiny meeting.
1. Apologies for Absence

Received and accepted from Cllrs E Keene, R Keene, M Heenan and D Davies.
2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below

None
3. Co-Option of Parish Councillor to fill current vacancy


No applications had been received.  
4. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th September 2008

The minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

5. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford was unable to attend so the Clerk read out his report.

· The Highways Agency is confident of meeting their deadline of 8th November to finish the A40.
· Glos CC Highways are putting a bid together for compensatory funding to address the rat runs following the impact of the works.

· The County had £12 million invested in Icelandic banks but is hopeful of a recovery.
6. District Councillor’s Report

None
7. Clerk’s Report


Magazines are available in the office including the GRCC’s annual Gloucestershire History.


The Clerk had attended the AGM of the Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils.   
8. Planning 
separate sheet attached

No objections to the new applications.

9.
Grounds
Update on Recreation Ground Project

The last meeting has been attended by Barbara Pond from GRCC who was assisting with the grant 
application.  Four quotations had now been received.  £1,500 was to be granted by the primary 
school and a piece of equipment bought by the pre-school group.  A Christmas Fayre is being 
held on Saturday 29th November when the appeal will launched and the result of the design 
competition announced.

The Clerk had attended a recreation ground management seminar in September and was 
concerned that there should be regular inspections of the play area.  It was agreed to look at 
having a monthly report.

Two requests had been received to clear the snicket – Cllr Hanbury agreed to carry out the work at 
the weekend.

Footpaths in Highnam Woods were blocked by fallen trees.  Clerk to contact Anna Jones
10.
Highways  
To consider replacement/repair of further bus shelter

A grant application form from GlosCC was passed to Cllr J Bates who would investigate 
replacing the current bus shelter at Stauntons Hill.


Cllr Hanbury would be following up recent correspondence on retaining the weight limit on the 
B4215 with Lawrence Elcocks at GlosCC. 


Bollards had now been placed on the cycle path.  However, the new fencing had been destroyed 
by a white van, witnessed by Cllr Nelson.  This was reported to the police. 


The Clerk agreed to order more 30mph safety check signs.


It was noted that the A40 roadworks are due to finish on 8th November.

11.
Community Centre  

A new larger igloo for plastic recycling had been installed.


The Clerk and Cllr J Bates arranged to carry out a fire risk assessment of the parish office space 
and would reply to the Trust’s request for payment towards a new fire alarm.  The Trust’s 
latest 
minutes included details of the formation of a group to look at the future of the Old 
School.   The Council
welcomed the overall 
ambition for the site that was being investigated.  

Cllr Head reported on the car parking scheme.  An ecology report had been received, but it 
recommended a further reptile report that could not now be undertaken until April next year.  
The Clerk had received advice from Anna Jones and it was agreed that she should write to 
Tewkesbury Borough Council asking that the measures proposed be accepted.  The grant 
application to the Gloucestershire Environment Trust is to be considered in November. 

12.
Finance
Date of next Finance & Scrutiny meeting

Arranged for Saturday 8th November, at 10am in the Parish Office.
Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/10/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	Cheques

	14/10/2008
	HPC (Rec Grd Project transfer to Co-op a/c)
	887
	 £  200.58 

	14/10/2008
	WJ Gough grounds/litter
	888
	 £  255.00 

	14/10/2008
	J Rosam - expenses
	889
	 £    15.08 

	14/10/2008
	NFU Mutual insurance
	890
	 £   61.61 

	14/10/2008
	Highnam PCC
	891
	 £ 500.00 

	14/10/2008
	Guy Shankster - grounds
	892
	 £   90.00 

	14/10/2008
	GAPTC
	893
	 £   12.00 

	
	
	
	£1,574.52

	
	Payment made from Co-Op Direct Plus
	
	

	14/10/2008
	Quattro Architects (landscaping scheme)
	100070
	 £ 775.50 


Additional invoice
	14/10/2008
	HCCT - rent
	      894
	   £16.00


All Agreed

Bank reconciliation

	RBS Account
	
	Restricted funds
	
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 28/08/2008
	£7,776.65
	Calor Gas Award 2007
	£600.00
	

	Payments 
	£995.50
	Payments October
	£1,574.52
	

	Receipts
	£18,304.58
	Contingency
	£5,033.00
	

	Balance as at 28/09/2008
	£25,085.73
	PWLB
	£10,524.64
	

	
	
	Total
	£17,732.16
	£7,353.57

	Co-Op accounts
	
	
	
	

	Community Direct Plus
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	
	

	Balance as at 29/08/2008
	£708.22
	Balance as at 28/08/2008
	£22,805.12
	

	
	
	Interest  03/10/2008
	£270.05
	

	
	
	
	£23,075.17
	

	
	
	Playground Fund (restricted)
	£200.00
	

	
	
	Balance as at 28/09/2008
	£22,875.17
	


Agreed
13.
Residual items

The Clerk reported that she was still trying to get a date for the installation of the bridge at the 
allotments from the contractors – Hartells.


Cllr Bates reported that collection of the brown wheelie bins was often days late.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm
Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th November 2008
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