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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of a meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 9th September 2008 
Present: Cllrs R Hanbury (Chairman), D Davies, R Head, E Keene, R Keene, M Heenan, D Nelson
In attendance: J Rosam (Clerk), members of the public Mrs J Storey, Mr & Mrs P Hornby
Before the business of the meeting, a maximum of 15 minutes will be allowed for questions and comments from members of the public.

Mrs Storey commented that she was pleased to see the milestones re-instated.  She was concerned that the new bus shelter at Pipers Grove already had graffiti.  Mr Penny would be asked to paint over.  She asked if the Parish Council would grant £100 and loan £200 towards the next community day.  This would be referred to the next Finance & Scrutiny meeting.
AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence


None.  It was noted that Cllr Steve Martin had resigned.
2. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set 
out below.


None

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th July 2008.

Item 10 Community Centre was amended to read ‘re-roofing of the green room and kitchen’ 
and then the minutes were received and signed as an accurate record.
4.
County Councillor’s Report

Councillor Awford was not present; he is now on the police committee.
5.
District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies reported that the lorry for collecting recycling was again out of action, causing a 
build up of plastic at the site.  Tewkesbury Borough Council are currently looking at making 
cuts to discretionary services including grass cutting with larger parishes and towns being 
asked to take on more of the financial burden.  

The cycle path is being used by 4x4’s and vans as a short cut during the road works.  The 
farmer of the adjacent field had replaced a gate but there is a large gap in the hedge at the 
top of the path.  Action: Clerk to write to Highways at Glos. County Council.  
6.
Clerk’s Report


Correspondence received:
· Gloucestershire Road Safety Partnership

· Gloucestershire Rural Community Council notifying the continuation of the Village Agents scheme, nomination form for A Celebration of Older People in Gloucestershire.
· Anchor Staying Put scheme, Tewkesbury

· Draft South West Regional Spatial Strategy

· Draft Mental Health and Social Inclusion Strategy for Gloucestershire

· Review of Car Parking Strategy – TBC

· Third Edition of Gloucestershire Charter – GlosCC

· Great Western Ambulance Service 2007/08 Annual Review

· Gloucestershire Police Authority/Chief Constable’s Annual Report 2007/08

· Tewkesbury Borough Council Annual Report 2007/08, Housing Newsletter, Flood Awareness Guides.

The vacancy for a councillor is being advertised, if no requests are made for an election councillors will be free to co-opt at the next meeting.
The Clerk notified the Council that she would be on holiday for 3 weeks in September.

7. 
Planning

Separate sheet attached – no new applications.


Resident Bob Train asked the Council to consider the planning application at Stone End 
Farm, Churcham, P1011/08/FUL.  Council had no objection to this application.

It was noted that the application by Complete Utilities Ltd at Overton Farm, Maisemore had 
been given permission.

8.
Grounds
Update on Recreation Ground Project

A grant of £12,500 had been offered by Tewkesbury Borough Council, thanks were 
recorded to all those involved in the application.  Quotations had been received, letters are to 
be sent to prospective sponsors and details of a design competition were ready.  The 
enthusiasm of residents Ana Campbell and Mark McGillion was welcomed.


Cllr E Keene asked Cllr Davies to follow-up the complaint regarding a tree on open space 
neighbouring 21 Farthing Croft.  Cllr Davies also agreed to investigate an overhanging yew 
tree in Lassington Lane.  Cllr Head was asked to trim overhanging trees on the pavement 
running from the church towards the A40.  Concern had been expressed by member of the 
public Mr P Hornby about maintenance of public areas; Mr R Hainsworth at TBC had been 
contacted.  Weeds in the gutters would be dealt with by GlosCC.

It was agreed to ask Gloucestershire Environmental Trust to move the grant application for 
the car park to 
November, due to the complex conditions needed to obtain quotations.  
9.
Highways  

Cllr Davies would attend the Gloucestershire Highways seminar on 15th October.  


A request had been received from resident Mr T Chappell that the bus stop of Stauntons Hill 
be moved to the west side of the entrance.  Correspondence had been circulated.  Council 
decided that it did not wish the stop to be moved at the present time.

Cllr Awford would be asked to chase the Council’s request for keeping the weight 
restriction on the B4215 once the road works were finished.


There had been a serious accident in Two Mile Lane and Council agreed that it would like a 
temporary 30mph speed limit during the road works.  There was also concern regarding
flooding in the lane.  Action: Clerk to write to Highways at GlosCC.


10.
Community Centre  

Cllr Hanbury reinforced his concern that all user group representatives should be trustees of 
the management committee.  Cllr Heenan reported that there had been two meetings and that 
the treasurer had negotiated a new tariff for electricity that would save 40% on bills.  A 
quotation had been received by the Trust for a fire alarm in the Old School.  Cllr Heenan 
was asked for a full risk assessment before Council would consider paying half.
11.
Parish Plan

Community Affairs – The Community Day would be held again next year.


Traffic – No report


Children & Young People – Ana Campbell and Mark McGillion would be asked to lead.


Crime & Policing – Steve Doyle is responsible for Neighbourhood Watch


Parish Facilities – The football club has permission for new changing rooms and the Parish 
Room has been renovated.  The possibility of turning the Old School into a social centre is 
still being considered.

Environment – Recycling concerns as detailed above.  Cycle paths over the Leadon and 
along the A40 have been requested.  There will be a tree survey.  Cllr Davies agreed to ask 
TBC to review John’s Wood.
12.
Finance

It was agreed that the £600 won in the Calor Gas Village of the Year would be put towards 
the cost of the new bridge at the allotments.


It was agreed to grant £500 to Highnam Parochial Church Council towards the cost of 
churchyard maintenance.  

It was agreed to increase the hourly rate for Guy Shankster, Glebe Gardening, from £10 per 
hour to £10.50 per hour.

Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/09/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	£440.25

	Cheques

	09/09/2008
	Moore Stephens - Audit
	880
	     £470.00 

	09/09/2008
	Jobs 4 U - playground repair
	881
	       £85.00 

	09/09/2008
	Cleeve Pest Control - wasps' nest
	882
	       £45.00 

	09/09/2008
	HCCT - rent
	883
	 £32.00 

	09/09/2008
	Guy Shankster - grounds
	884
	 £247.50 

	09/09/2008
	WJ Gough - grass cutting
	886
	 £120.00 

	
	
	Total
	£1,319.75

	09/09/2008
	Highnam PCC - cheque re-issue
	885
	 £ 448.28 


Bank reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation  September 2008

	RBS Account
	 
	Restricted funds
	 
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 25/06/2008
	£21,875.25
	Calor Gas Award 2007
	£600.00
	 

	Payments 
	£14,716.60
	Payments September
	£1,319.75
	 

	Receipts
	£618.00
	Contingency
	£5,033.00
	 

	Balance as at 28/08/2008
	£7,776.65
	Playground grant
	£100.00
	 

	 
	
	Total
	£7,052.75
	£723.90

	 
	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Co-Op accounts
	 
	
	
	

	Community Direct Plus (cheque a/c)
	
	Business Select 14 Day
	 
	 

	Balance as at 31/07/2008
	£8.22
	Balance as at 02/04/2008
	£23,805.12
	 

	Transfer from Business Select
	£1,000.00
	Playground Fund (restricted)
	£200.00
	 

	Payment - Just Ecology
	£300.00
	Transfer to cheque a/c
	£1,000.00
	 

	Balance as at 28/08/2008
	£708.22
	Balance as at 28/08/2008
	£22,605.12
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


13.
Residual items

Cllr Nelson reported that youngsters were skateboarding down the middle of the spine road.


The next visit of the Mobile Police Station is on 23rd September.


It was noted that PCSO Hardy had resigned.
The meeting closed at 9.00pm
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