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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Highnam Parish Council held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 
at 7.30pm in the Old School, Highnam.
Present: Councillors R Head, D Nelson, M Heenan, E Keene.

In attendance: Clerk J Rosam, Member of the public Mrs J Storey

Public Forum: Mrs J Storey expressed concern that the planning application for a waste recycling plant at Maisemore had been re-submitted.  
It was agreed that Cllr R Head would chair the meeting as neither Councillors R Hanbury nor 
D Davies was present.

1. Election of Chairman


Cllr Roger Hanbury was nominated by Cllr R Head and seconded by Cllr D Nelson.  Agreed
2. Apologies for Absence


Apologies received from Cllrs R Hanbury, D Davies, J Bates, R Keene and S Martin were 
all accepted.

3. Members of the Council are invited to declare any interest they may have in the business set

out below

None

4. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th April 2008

The Minutes were received and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.

5. Election of Deputy Chairman


Cllr D Davies was nominated by Cllr M Heenan and seconded by Cllr E Keene.  Agreed

6. Delegation of positions


a) 
Council responsibilities



b)
Finance & Scrutiny Committee



c)
Internal Auditor


d)
Old School Trustees



e)
Highnam c of E Primary School Governor



f)
Tewkesbury Borough Old People’s Welfare Committee



g)
Lassington Wood Management Committee


h)
William Andrews’ Foundation Trustees

A list of responsibilities is attached to these minutes.  All were renewed en bloc apart from 
welfare and Tewkesbury Borough Old People’s Welfare committee.  It was agreed to 
appoint these if they were later found to be necessary.  A letter of appointment of the 
internal auditor John Brennan was counter-signed by the Chairman.

7. County Councillor’s Report

Cllr Awford had sent his apologies so there was no report.

8. District Councillor’s Report

Cllr Davies had sent his apologies so there was no report.

9. Clerk’s Report


Correspondence – a letter from Severn Area Rescue Association requesting a grant – not 
agreed.

Letters from Tewkesbury Borough Council – Affordable Homes Policy, Removal of Pay 
Phones in the Borough and Recruitment of Temporary Parish Councillor Representative on 
the Standards Committee.


There had been an excellent article in The Citizen following the parish’s entry into the Calor 
Village of the Year.

10.
Grounds
Report on playground meeting

The Clerk reported that there had been an inaugural meeting of the Highnam Recreation 
Ground Project, which was attended by Cllrs R Hanbury, D Davies and S Martin and 
residents Ana Campbell and Mark McGillion.  The Project would be represented at the 
Community Day to raise awareness and would be looking for professional help with the 
design as well as input from children in the village.  There were two high risk problems 
from the RoSPA report and Chris Penny (Inside & Out) would be asked to repair them.


The Clerk had received an e-mail from residents concerned about the state of the dog waste 
bin at the entry to the field, and the amount of fouling on the public open space.  It was 
agreed that she should contact TBC to see if there were any measures could be taken to 
enforce the ‘no fouling’ notices.

11.
Highways  
A40 roadworks: Cllr J Bates

The Clerk reported on behalf of Cllr Bates.  Residents from Staunton Hill had had a meeting 
with the Highways Agency to discuss the roadworks and the restricted access to their 
properties for part of the works.  There had been no leeway and they were considering legal 
action.  


Cllr E Keene asked the Clerk to reinforce the Council’s wishes that school children should 
be encouraged to use the buses provided during the road works.


The Clerk said that she had received confirmation that the bus stop markings would be put 
on the 
road on the Post Office side of Maidenhall.
12.
Community Centre  

Cllr Heenan reported that the Management Trust had a new treasurer and that bookings were 
good.


Cllr R Head reported that resident Anna Jones had been asked to assist with the landscaping 
conditions that had been attached to the car parking planning permission.
13.
Finance

To agree an annual increment of the Clerk’s salary from SCP 19 to SCP 20 £9.42 per 

hour

The Clerk had had an annual appraisal with Cllr R Hanbury and her increment was agreed.  
A new standing order form was signed.

Presentation and approval of annual accounts and audit return

A copy of the audit return was circulated and is attached to these minutes.  The return had 
been audited by John Brennan; it was received by the Council and signed by the Chairman 
and the Clerk as Responsible Finance Officer.

The Annual Governance Statement was also agreed and signed as above.


Presentation and approval of Risk Assessment policy 

The Risk Assessment was still being produced.  It was agreed that it would be reviewed at 
the next Finance & Scrutiny meeting. 

Invoices for payment:

	Payments made by standing orders RBS a/c

	28/05/2008
	J Rosam - salary
	s/o
	to be confirmed

	Cheques

	07/05/2008
	Inside & Out - Bus shelter
	856
	£1,520.00 

	13/05/2008
	Guy Shankster- gardening
	857
	£   107.50 

	13/05/2008
	Clerk's expenses (inc. new printer)
	858
	£  218.13

	13/05/2008
	Playsafety Ltd – playground inspection
	859
	£   77.55

	
	
	Total
	£1,936.44


Additional invoices received:

	13/05/2008
	WJ Gough (grass cutting)
	860
	£ 90

	13/05/2008
	HCCT - rent
	861
	£38.50


All agreed.
Chris Penny had asked if he could proceed with the next bus shelter.  It was agreed to defer this decision to the next meeting as there may be extra costs involved with the car parking scheme.

Bank reconciliation

	Bank reconciliation  May 2008

	RBS Account
	 
	Restricted funds
	 
	Operating balance

	Balance as at 28/03/2008
	£6,864.18
	Calor Gas Award
	£500.00
	 

	Payments April
	£821.15
	Parish Plan
	£149.16
	 

	Receipts April - precept
	£18,204.00
	Invoices May
	£1,936.44
	 

	Balance as at 28/04/2008
	£24,247.03
	Contingency
	£4,984.00
	 

	 
	 
	Total
	£7,569.60
	£16,677.43

	Co-Op accounts
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Community Direct Plus 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Balance as at 31/03/2008
	£923.21
	 
	 
	 

	Payments April
	£1,566.28
	 
	VAT claim
	 

	Receipts March - Interest
	£1.29
	 
	RBS a/c
	£243.36

	Transfer from 14 day a/c 02/04/2008
	£650.00
	 
	Co-op a/c
	£2,661.05

	Balance as at 24/04/2008
	£8.22
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Business Select 14 Day
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Balance as at 02/04/2008
	£19,907.73
	 
	 
	 


Agreed

14.
Planning – separate sheet attached.


No objections.


It was agreed that the Clerk should write to reinforce the council’s objection to the Planning 
Application for a recycling plant at Overton Farm, Maisemore by Complete Utilities Ltd.

15.
Residual items

Dates of meetings for 2008/2009

These are: June 10th, July 8th, September 9th, October 14th, November 11th, 


2009 January 13th, February 10th, March 10th, April 14th, May 12th

All at 7.30pm in The Old School


All present were reminded of the Community Day on Sunday 1st June.


The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Next Meeting: Tuesday 10th June, 7.30pm in The Old School
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