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                            Highnam Parish Council
       Lassington Oak                                  Highnam ~ Linton ~ Over ~ Lassington

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting, held on 3rd April 2008
Present:  Parish Councillors – Roger Hanbury (Chairman), Derek Davies (Vice Chairman), 
M Heenan, J Bates, D Nelson, S Martin
Jean Rosam – Clerk, PCSO Phil Hardy, 15 members of the public.

1. Apologies for Absence:   Cllr Richard Keene and Mr G Rosam
2. Approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 29th March 2007.  The minutes, which had been on display in Highnam Post Office, were received by the meeting and signed by the Chairman as an accurate record.  Proposed: G Abbott, seconded P Bates  
3. Police Report 

The Police Report for the Parish of Highnam for the period 31st March 2007 to 31st March 2008 was given by PCSO Hardy
Crime
Figures

Offence


2006/07


2007/08

Violence


8



6

Sexual Offences

0



1

Robbery


0



0

Burglary-Dwelling

2



0

Burglary – Non Dwelling
7



7

Theft of/from Veh.

9



3

Theft – Other


10



9

Fraud/Forgery


1



0

Damage


11



9

Drugs



0



3

Others



0



2

Totals



48



40

Previous Years

2005/06


49

2004/5



60

2003/4



51

2002/3



39

2001/2



45

Road Traffic Accidents

Location


Damage 
Slight

Serious
Fatal

Totals

A40



32

9

0

0

42

B4215



10

6

1

0

17

Others



6

1

0

0

6


Totals



48

16

1

0

65


These figures only represent accidents that have been reported to the police. There are probably a lot more that do not get reported to us.

Incidents

The number of incidents reported within the parish for the last 12 months are as follows:- 

Grade 1
-
97   (Attendance as soon as possible)

Grade 2
-
167 (Attendance that day)

Grade 3
-
67   (Attendance over the next few days)

Grade 4
-
120 (For information etc)

Total

-
451

Mobile Police Station

The Mobile Police Station has been active within the parish over the past 12 months with a total of 12 scheduled visits.

The vehicle is there for your benefit, use it or lose it.

Information about when and where a visit is scheduled is put up at the Post Office, in The Citizen, the three bus shelters on Oakridge and can also be viewed via the Constabulary web site on the Internet.

The next scheduled visit is due on Tuesday 8th April 2008 at 1730 – 1830.

Police Community Support Officers 

Your nominated PCSO is still PCSO Phillip HARDY who can be contacted via Newent Police Station on 0845 090 1234 and via Email on phillip.hardy@gloucestershire.police.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Watch

I would like to thank Mr Steve Doyle for his continuing efforts with the Neighbourhood Watch for the Parish. He has been a great help to me over the past 12 months. I understand that he has spaces within the parish at this time so if anyone is interested please make contact with him.

For any further information, please contact Pc 50288 PC Brian Howard at Newent Police Station on 0845 0901 1234.

Questions:

Mr Roche asked why there had been a drop in the number of communications from Cinderford control and Jo Storey asked why the burglary at the shop did not show in the figures.  PCSO Hardy agreed to investigate both.

He reported that there had been speed surveys in the village, that details of numbers of motorists caught in the speed camera were not published and that he would find out about speed cameras in vans being placed on the A40.  He did not know why the A417 now had increased cameras.

4. Chairman’s Report
Cllr Roger Hanbury gave the following report

This is the first report of the new council that was formed last May, and before I start I would like to introduce your councillors: Derek Davies, David Nelson, Jeanette Bates, Mike Heenan, Steve Martin.  Roger Head, Richard Keene and Edward Keene are unable to be here tonight.
This has been a busy year and the reinvigorated council has been working hard on your behalf on a broad agenda of items. 

I’ll start with the Community Centre which has been a continuing success,  in use every night of the week, in demand for wedding receptions and family and private functions, and on top of all the activity which our local groups generate and related matters.   

We are very pleased that the Council was able to make a grant of £10k towards the refurbishment of the Parish Room, evidence of which we can all see tonight in the decoration but also refitted toilets and much improved kitchen.  Many people have worked hard to make this happen but as so often is the case Paddy Roche has been in the lead and we once again owe Paddy our thanks and appreciation for his work which has brought this the third of our parish buildings up to a standard that is more than fit for purpose.

And just as a passing anecdote its good to recall that in the floods last July a number of stranded motorists were put up in Community Centre on the night of the flooding, again thanks to PR, the shop and other helpers

We are pleased also that when Paddy stood down as chairman of the Highnam Community Centre Trust he was followed in quick succession by another very able individual Charlie Coats whose energy and enthusiasm will help the Trust continue to move forward; 

And as many of you will also know the Parish Council encouraged the Trust to appoint a salaried manager for the centre, essential to cope with the volume of activity.  After advertising the post and an open competition we were delighted that Paddy Roche was appointed manager, so congratulations Paddy

Meanwhile as we told you last year thought has been given to the car parking.  A scheme drawn up under the leadership of Roger Head is now close to having planning permission. Once approved we will be seeking grants to enable the scheme to go ahead – located in the corner of Highnam Park, between this building and the church on land made available by Roger  Head.  

The scheme will provide the church with long needed parking essential for weddings funerals and less mobile visitors to the church and will also relieve the pressure that is evident on this site for larger events or when the church and community buildings are in use.  We are reasonably confident that we should be able to fund the scheme in the course of this year using funds held over from the build project and grants yet to be applied for from local sources.

And finally on parish buildings the council is very pleased that we now have a groundsman in Guy Shankster who is keeping the grounds in good order, a great improvement, Edward Keene helped with setting up this contract

Another major activity this year was the launch of the Parish Plan.  For this work we are indebted to Richard Keene and Mike Heenan in particular and others besides who have seen this venture from conception to implementation.  We had a very successful launch in May and from the plan have sprung several action groups.  Richard and Mike will give a separate report shortly, 

Away from all this excitement work has also continued on the regular agenda of items 

On roads Derek Davies Roger Head and Jeanette Bates particularly have helped us to sustain pressure and cajole the county and highways agency.  On the A40 of course the big news is the rebuild and bus lane, work starting in about a month.  It will cause much disruption and there is much that can go right and wrong.  But we have to welcome the road improvements which should improve safety and may help traffic flow when completed

Related to this there will be a weight limit on the B4215 for the duration of the work, also restrictions on Two Mile Lane, with one way working proposed. Once we have seen how these changes work we well press for them to be retained longterm to reduce the burden of lorries on the B4215, and rat running and speeding in the lane.

These matters were raised with the County Highways (as against the Highways Agency who do the A40) when we met recently.  A speed survey has been undertaken in Two Mile Lane and it was found that measured speeds were not unduly high; it was felt that a new limit was not going to help, but the idea of a partial one way system is a possibility.  When there is a firm proposal there will be consultation on this, likely to be after the A40 works are complete.

We also raised the issue of safety on the B4215 with a continuing spate of accidents on the bends – 4 accidents in 14 months.  New signage is in place and the surface has been retextured to improve skid resistance, we wait to see if that improves the situation, but our view is that in the longer term some realignment of the bend is required to improve safety.

Speed on Oakridge - the spine road – has been a continuing problem and we now have some 30mph reminder signs to erect, as we have done on the B4215 – these will be up in a week or two.

Despite this progress and we do feel there has been progress - we will need the continued support of Phil Awford our County Councillor to get the highways engineers to listen to us and act to provide improvements we need.  It’s clear that continued pressure does yield results – it’s the hard way but that’s what is required.

Related to roads we have been thinking about the bus shelters whose dilapidations have grown over the last year.  We have considered repair but have decided on a programme of rebuilding as the most cost effective way forward, the first rebuild has been commissioned - the bus stop at Wetherleigh Drive.

You may also know that the parish is going to participate in the part time operation of street lighting on a trial basis – alternate street lights turned off between midnight and 5.30am on non main routes

Highnam Primary School continues to flourish and Roger Head is our Parish Council nominated Governor. Every time we hear about the school the news is good and we congratulate Mrs Parsons and all the staff for their excellent work. 

Amenity areas - Derek Davies continues to overview the recreation areas. - David Nelson and Steve Martin are our representatives on Lassington Wood’s management committee.  The Parish also benefits from the Highnam Woods nature reserve on our doorstep owned by RSPB but available for public enjoyment 

We are also pleased that the Football Club is actively pursuing plans for a new changing room building on the football pitch to replace the current cabin.

Turning now to what the Parish can offer its older residents.  Doreen Whisson and her team work hard to keep the excellent HARPS day centre going every month.  Local residents also have the benefit of the twice monthly Maisemore Day Centre.  

Unfortunately another service for our old people the Friendship Club closed after 18 years at the end of December.  Also run by Doreen and Tony Whisson

On Neighbourhood Watch this year we have again benefited from the neighbourhood watch scheme driven by the energy and enthusiasm of Steve Doyle.  This is a major benefit for the parish – keeping crime rates low and enabling us to respond as good neighbours when the rare problems crop up. Thank you Steve for all you have done, and to all the street co-ordinators, as well as the Police, especially PC Hardy who is our community Constable 

Planning -The Council reviews local planning applications regularly as they come through. It’s been a relatively quiet year with little of major contention.  In all cases we try to take a balanced view and to support the view of local residents if they are disadvantaged by proposed change, and within the constraints of planning law and our limited influence this approach seems to work well

Environment - Ensuring that the village environment is clean, tidy, and well managed is an important part of our work.  Richard Keene helps us to make sure the foot and cycle paths are as we would wish.  A success this year has been to get all the footpaths adopted so they are kept clear.   Richard is always looking for new volunteers.  If you can help please let Jean know.

We depend much on the services of Rob Hainsworth at Tewkesbury, as well as John Gough who still does some grass cutting and litter clearing for us, and we are very fortunate indeed to have Gavin and Hilary Abbott who perform their major voluntary litter pick up through the year – many thanks!.  

The allotments have moved forward greatly after what seemed like a protracted process.  At the end of last year we were able to hand over the land now owned by the parish, to the Allotment Association, and as we all know there has been much activity in preparation for the season with all 24 plots taken.  So many thanks to Charlie Coats who managed the land acquisition and agreement with the Association and to Andy Fowler and colleagues who have set about organisation the Association in a very effective fashion.

And as we reported last year we competed for the Calor Village of the Year with an entry compiled by David Nelson and Richard Keene on our behalf winning the safest village award and £500.  The award will be spent on purchase of a defibrillator for our First Responders.  The previous year’s award – we have won it for two years – went towards the purchase of the kissing gate between the cricket pitch and Highnam Park, and improvements to the footpath opposite the Post Office.  

We have tried to ensure that what we are doing is communicated to the village in regular updates in the Link submitted by Jean Rosam our Clerk.  Jean has also got our website established and this is becoming a primary source of information on the work of the Council.  If you want to submit local information of create a link please contact Jean.  Jean also edited our first Council Newsletter distributed in Highnam with the Parish Link last month.  This will be a quarterly publication, designed to raise awareness of the work of the Council – something we hope will in turn encourage residents to put themselves forward as councillors at election time.  (It will also form part of a welcome pack for new residents).

Jean has been with us as Clerk for just over a year and I that time we have seen major improvements to our governance and financial management.  We are pleased that we had a clean audit last year; we have established a budget and scrutiny committee, (DN/DD/JB) which has enabled us to improve our financial planning and control.  As you will also know we have established regular office hours for the parish office, a major improvement for residents.  So it’s very appropriate to thank Jean for all she has done to bring efficiency and effectiveness to our operations in the parish during her first year.

So Ladies and Gentlemen that’s an appropriate point to conclude my report but before I do I must acknowledge all the enthusiasm and hard work of my fellow councillors, our County Councillor Phil Awford, and District Councillor Derek Davies.  Everything we do depends on people generously giving of their time and abilities

And many thanks to you all for your support and the support of the people of Highnam.

Thank you for listening

Questions
Jo Storey asked why the grass on the public open spaces had not yet been cut.  Cllr Davies replied that a lot of money had been used up on flood repair.  New daffodils are to be planted.  She also wondered if a grant would be available to fund the foot path around the spine road which had been estimated at £84,000.  Mr Haines was concerned about the traveller on the open space.  Cllr Davies reported that the Borough Council had signed a protocol with the County Council to take a light approach with them.  
5. District Councillor’s Report 
Cllr Derek Davies gave the following report.

Good news versus bad news.

First the good news. Play time in Highnam. 8years to 16 years arranged by TBC through Play Gloucestershire. Three year programme approx £100,000. Van, supervisor, equipment, youngsters to take charge under supervision in the holiday periods. Publicity will be circulated shortly.

Planning. We are experiencing difficulties under this heading. Staff changes, new inexperienced staff taken on as replacements. Back log of Planning Inquiries created by new legislation namely RSS, now we have LDFs and DDSs.  Previously we had the local plan, which was necessarily complicated enough, this system is to be replaced with RSS Regional Spatial Strategy.  This is a sample of the reading I carry out on your behalf. 

TBC has under gone structural changes; we now have an Executive replacing the various Committees, a system that supposed to be more efficient and speedier in action. I am a member of the Executive covering the Built Environment Portfolio. This consists of forward planning, development control, conservation building control, housing, land charges, affordable homes, and carbon reduction targets. Not much really? 

TBC shares a CEO with Cotswold and this has been a big improvement on the previous incumbent who after six months absence retired from service.
Shared services versus shared Management are currently occupying the Members. There is a belief that if we share a CEO the it can be done further down the line, not a line I agree with because while it sounds like a good idea; in practice it means that there would be less staff doing more work over an enormous area. Shared services make more sense in administration terms, things like building control where the controls and systems are mutual can be merged with cost savings etc.  Printing is another area where savings can be made. Where it may fall down is sharing management. As a Councillor I have some difficulty contacting the responsible Officer for dealing with a problem in my district, it is a constant cry from our electorate that getting hold of a responsible person is proving to be difficult. Imagine when the right guy is some where in the Cotswolds?  My view is that this is the first step to unitary authority by the back door. It is alleged that it will save money long term. That simply never occurs, and when comparison of Cotswold council tax against Tewkesbury Tax is made it’s laughable.  Tewkesbury tax is the third lowest in the whole Country a record of which I am extremely proud.  Of course maintaining that record is not easy under this Government because they keep adding to the list of responsibilities without the resources to pay for them. For instance the local Government pension fund which provides all employees with an inflation proof pension in retirement is invested by the County council and unfortunately each year carries a deficit, this deficit has to be made up by the Authority each year placing extra burden on the Tax payer, you and me. Ask any body in business.  How do they manage and the answer is we either pay more into the pension or we take a reduced pension. In this world the local Taxes pay for it.  This year the extra is £220K, next year the same with the stock market as it is currently the total deficit for just our Authority is stand at £12,290,000 and on top of that you have to add the County deficit which is I guess currently  approximately more than £250,000,000. I will obtain the exact figure if required.                                                                                                        

Another small item from Government is concessionary bus fares for the elderly and disabled; which the Government claims they fund completely, I’m afraid that’s not correct either. The truth is that the amount being claimed by the bus company already exceeds the Govt estimated figures and TBC are expected to find the difference and I’m afraid means the council tax.  The short fall to budget for this year is somewhere between £100,000 and £200,000.
Recycling is another Govt; target which explains our failure to collect cardboard and plastic from the kerb side. To do so requires extra specialised vehicles at a cost of £100,000 each. TBC is currently working on a scheme with all districts to co-ordinate all our systems to tie up with the County Council who receive the rubbish and recycling items for disposal. This will increase the amount we recycle and similarly reduce the amount of waste in the green bins.  

Finally the best news I’ve left to last of all. I have arranged for an application form to be sent to the Parish clerk to seek twenty thousand pounds for play equipment in our Children’s play area. TBC would expect to see some matching funds and thanks to efforts being made by Steve Martin there is considerable interest in fund raising by the ladies of the village. I have checked with TBC and the funds are there, but we must make the case to the Councillors about the veracity of our claim. I am sure that we will do that. So can I thank every one for the help given to me for more than the twenty one years I have had the honour of being your district councillor. It has been my pleasure.

Questions

Jo Storey asked about facilities for teenagers.  Cllr Martin replied that he is looking at funding for both the play area and the provision of a youth shelter.  The reintroduction of a youth club needs volunteers.

6. County Councillor’s Report
Cllr Awford was unable to attend.
7. Parish Plan Report
Cllr M Heenan gave the following report:

Community Affairs Implementation Group

The Community Affairs group, led by Jo Storey, has five objectives, plus two addenda.

1. Re-establishment of the annual fete.

2. Setting up of a parish website

3. A welcome pack for newcomers

4. Establishment of a social centre where people could meet.

5. Investigate the possible provision of a pub or similar

Addendum 1 Work towards closer integration of the churches in the community

Addendum 2 Closer links with local businesses including using local firms where possible

Of the five objectives, numbers 2 and 3 are complete, due to work already in hand by the Parish Clerk. 

Item 5 was discussed but deemed beyond the power of the group to provide, however Highnam Golf Club has offered social membership to residents of the Parish which may go some way towards fulfilling this aim.

Item 4 is a longer term objective which relies upon work at the Community Centre. The Community Centre trust has, to date, been concentrating upon refurbishing the Parish Room. This is now complete and it is hoped that in the future some work may be possible on the Old School which could provide the kind of centre described.

The two addenda have been discussed. Regarding the first the Rev. Kemp, a member of the group, has described the many and varied strands of work already going on to improve church/community relations. The group agreed to maintain a watching brief and offer any help that may be appropriate. Nothing has yet been possible on Addendum 2 but it will be kept in mind.

By common consent the group has concentrated its energies on objective 1. Several meetings have been held and much work done. The result is a “Community Day” scheduled for June 1st. It was decided not to call this year’s event a Fete, thinking that it would be better not to be too ambitious too soon, but a wide variety of stalls and events are being planned and it is hoped that the community will offer its support. 

Transport & Travel Implementation Group

The Transport & Travel Implementation Group has five objectives and one addendum.

1. A footpath round the Spine Road

2. Measures to curb speed on the A40, B4215, Two Mile lane and Spine Road.

3. Preventing motorized vehicles being allowed to use the cycle path

4. Better street lighting in Maidenhall, footpaths, alleyways and cycle paths

5. Investigate extending the dial-a-ride service

Addendum Improvements to the cycle paths all the way into Gloucester and towards the Forest of Dean

Objectives 1 2 and 4 have all been discussed with Gloucester Highways, most recently at a meeting on March 10th, attended by several Parish Councillors. The response of the Highways representatives was not very encouraging, mainly quoting priorities and lack of funding but it was agreed that we should simply keep plugging away.  Objective 3 requires a watching brief; at present there is no formal proposal on the table to change the status of the cycle path. Objective 4 is under investigation to judge specific demand. 
The Council had recently received the following report from the Environment group:

1. 
Recycling :

a) We would like you to urge Tewkesbury Borough Council to provide household kerbside collection of plastic and cardboard.

b) As a first measure cardboard should be collected at a new facility at the existing Parish Hall recycling bin area.

c) The bins at the Parish Hall are often overflowing. We ask the HCCT to address this problem.

2. 
Open Space:

a) We are concerned about the amount of surface water runoff which exacerbates flooding problems. Much of this could be reduced by the introduction of permeable surfaces as an alternative to hard landscaping. We therefore ask the Parish Council to take this into consideration when commenting on planning issues/applications. 

b) Trees and Shrubs. The Group would like to do a tree survey of the Parish to establish exactly what numbers and types of trees we have. Also their approximate age and health. Many of the newer trees are in need of attention either for formative pruning or for the removal of outdated tree ties and guards. We are not sure what your contract covers with Tewkesbury Borough Council but we intend to contact Rob Hainsworth. 
c) We are also interested in the replacement planting of more daffodils bulbs on the open area at the entrance to the village and identifying possible new areas for new trees, shrubs and bulbs.  Maps of the village at a suitable scale will need to be provided and I have contacted the Parish Clerk who is looking into the matter.

3. 

Footpaths: 


We urge the Parish Council to pursue the provision of a footpath and cycleway 


around the spine road. This is the number 1 priority on the Travel and Transport 


section of the Parish Plan. Other cycle paths were discussed but we felt that this 


was the remit firstly for the travel and transport Group.

4. 

Fly Tipping:  


We ask that the Parish provide the correct telephone number for information 


concerning fly tipping. This could be on notice boards, in the Link and posted at the 

worst areas of concern. 
Roger Hanbury thanked the Parish Plan Action Groups for their work.
8. William Andrews’ Foundation
David Slinger, Hon Clerk to the William Andrews Foundation gave the following report:

The trustees of this local charity would like to bring its purpose and the way it operates to the attention of Highnam residents again at this year’s APM.

The Foundation, which dates from early Victorian times, exists to make grants to individuals, the Primary School and groups like the Scouts, to promote and support educational and training needs.  It has between £500 - £600 to disburse each year from its investments.

Over recent years, grants have been made to assist with the purchase of equipment for the Scouts, towards the costs of sixth formers’ attendance at conferences, an educational visit abroad and with an aid project.  Highnam Under 5’s have received a grant, as has the Primary School towards the cost of more singing lessons and, in recent years, swimming sessions.  Individual families have received grants towards the purchase of school uniforms and educational equipment.  The trustees are also prepared to consider making contributions towards the costs of books for students embarking on university and college courses.

The Foundation publicises the availability of such grants mainly through The Link.  In the case of grants to individuals and families, the Foundation’s discussions and decisions are confidential.

The amounts of money at the Foundation’s disposal are relatively small, but the trustees believe that the Foundation continues to be able to make a useful contribution both to individual families and to groups within the community.

The trustees are pleased to invite any resident of Highnam who would like to discuss the possibility of a grant being made in the categories outlined above to contact either the Foundation’s Chairman, Mrs Sheila Humble on 01452 526556 or the Clerk to the Foundation, David Slinger on 01452 412936.  This could be in connection with a personal enquiry or an organisation in the village.

9. Questions from Floor
Ken Haines, Village Agent for Highnam introduced himself and handed out questionnaires designed to raise the profile of agents.  Please return them to the Clerk.
Brian Mayell asked about the Bovis covenant on the playing field in light of the football club’s application for new changing rooms, it was felt that it might be lifted for this.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.


